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“He was a power in the Punjab, dreaded by all, superior or
inferior in rank to him. That he was a man of versatile

genius is undoubted’ .

1. A4 History of The Government College, Lahove 1864 - 1914, p. 29.
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“The Foundation of a National University in the Panjab.”
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“It is good many years now since Dr. Leitner retired from the
Panjab; but there are, I believe, few members of Senate here to day,
to whom his image, especially in connection with ceremonial occas-
ions like the present, is not yet fresh, and whose labours in connection
with this University are not vividly as well as gratefully remembered.
Dr. Leitner came to the Panjab as Principal of the Lahore Govern-
ment College in 1864, before the Province had shown any marked
signs of educational activity. He, however, was a man not only of
rare ability but also of unusual energy; and, within a short time of his
arrival in Lahore, he had won over the leaders of the people in
favour of something being done by themselves in the cause of edu-
cation, and was instrumental in the founding of more than one
influential Anjuman or Sabha for the furtherance of this end. Just at
that time, Sir Donald Mcleod’s idea of an Oriental University for
Northern India was taking practical shape; and to this Dr. Leitner
bent all his energies. He was not the founder of the Panjab Uni-
versity, for the project originated with Sir Donald Mcleod, and had
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from the first the whole weight of the Panjab Government in its
favour; but he was one of a few who laboured much and long in the
cause, and who lived to see those labours ultimately successful. He
was the first Registrar of the University, he was the first Principal
of the Oriental College; and on account of his great services to the
University, he was the first to be admitted, honoris causa, to the
degree of Doctor of Oriental Learning. Dr. Leitner has now gone
from us beyond recall; but he will long live in the memories of those
for whom he laboured, and longer still in the memorial records of this
University.”
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