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in-Waiting to the king since 1901; Served in Santhal Compaign,
1855-56 ; Indian Mutiny, 1857-58; Political Agent Dholepur Raj,
1879-85 ; Extra Groom-in-Waiting the queen since 1888,
Address: 89 Jermyn Street, London, S.W. England.
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Chapter' : Chieftainship

P. 4&7 Dara Shikoh should be Dara Shukoh

P. 4,5&7 3) wiwss The Correct form is Yusuf and not Yusaf.

P. 4&17 mansabdarship. Do you mean mansab?

P. 8 Baba sain. Do you mean 4l o Ll ?

P. 9 The correct form is Nawwab and not nawab.

Cugly P8 0dsd comaie MK 1y S Jloctgi o 655 Ji o) 70

The text of this passage is not clear. If your suggested o3l is
accepted even then the difficulty is not removed. Does he mean
..\ila_, ué_)ag PEYEY 'S 9 &K ?

Last year and Death" .
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18 Fleming Road,'
Lahore
10th July, 1937°

To
H. Nelson Wright Esqr.,
F.R.N.S,, I.C.S. (Retd.)
Sir,

Permit me. an entire stranger, to address you the following few
lines. Though personally not known to you, being a student of
Muslim History and numismatics, I am well acquainted with your
works on the subject.

Lately through the courtsey of the librarian of the Panjab
University Library, I borrowed for a few days your latest work
“The Coinage and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi”’, which I have
read with great interest. It is, indeed, a monumental work full of
valuable information which corrects several fallacies current since the
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“H.M, Shairani with the author’s Compliments.

August 1936
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days of Thomas.' It is an exhaustive work on the Sultans of Delhi
which, I believe, would enjoy a lasting reputation as an authoritative
work. It is rich in information mainly on Iltutmish, the Tughlaks
and the Suri Sultans, Your copious notes at the end of each
dynasty’s coinage are full of original information and spares one of
reading the lengthy and laborious discussions of Edward Thomas.
I earnestly wish that you may produce a similar work on the Moghuls.

The esteem and admiration in which I hold your work has
occasioned me to make a few remarks by way of review and criticism.
On certain points I hold different views and have to offer divergent
interpretations, which I humbly request, and sincerely hope, you
would receive in a spirit of scholarship. I also crave your indulgence
if you find I am at fault. I am certainly open to correction

(1) Coin No. 52-A is stated by you as of Laknauti (?), but the
actual ins 5 iption is jsKl; 4,41 eda &, . It is the same as coin No.
38 of the I.M.C." on which you placed a querry (?) after j»XL. I sub-
mit that the true name is ;3% which is the name of a town near
Laknauti, as evidenced from a passage of Tabga’t-i-Na'siri, Persian
Text, edited by Capt. W. Nassaw Lees,” which runs as follows :
335,50 1y 590 Jol waaT O K gl iy dm e LS UST celay
..\iéjr-kﬂ.: OUUM QSLg. l; 33) J_,KJ Chﬁa "y |) $)$y o._\-\“ ﬁ)r&h‘”)’:ﬁ

«N Al dp:gS 54 Qly Aa g
(Tabaq’at-i-Na'siri of Minhaj-i-Siraj, Calcutta, 1864, P. 245)
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There is another passage in which the word ;35X again occurs in
the Tabqat:

3 el 3380 Usb T s ) 53 56 s (Sic.) LKA 93 e

--\.:r.k««‘)_,‘ “‘&}rjgéd}jiru Jjﬁ‘)r).}
(Tabqat, P. 243). |

I, therefore, hold that this coin belongs to 35,

Coin No. 49F, identical with No. 59 of Thomas’ Chronicle, and
read by Thomas as ))rli etc., I suggest, should also be ascribed to the
same mint y35X)—You describe the mint as GAUR, but as far as I

know, the name of Gaur is not found at that early period. Gaur
comes in prominence at a later date.

(2) Coin No. 745—Your reading &M JAL &! Jo is certainly an
improvement upon Thomas, who read coin No. 240 of the Chronicle
as Wha 3 WAL &l Ja, hence his remark, “While the Arabic invocation

is altogether wild in its tenor’’ (Chronicle, P. 298). I must point out
that the Arabic invocation appeared funny to Thomas because his
reading was faulty. There is stil], I believe room for improvement in -
this reading. I would suggest that we should read it as 4 Aa JOL &4
(May God extend the shadow of his grandeur). Please have a look at
plate IX of your work and see coins Nos. 745 and 758 on which 4 is
clearly visible and not the traditional Js as commonly maintained by
numismatics. This mistake occurs in all the Nos. given under Fath
Khan’s name, pages 186-188, also I.M.C. Page 67.

(3) Coin No. 750 is read by you as 4R JN &l J», once again
but on looking at plate IX, I find the wording is [4)]A= JNL sLie.
there is no & in the sentence. I possess coins of both of these types
that is with &! and without &', I submit an impression of the latter
type. (See impression No. 1)

(4) Coin No. 745 B :—Your reading is 4> &} J> and corrected
(in Addenda and Corrigenda Plate XX as &b &l Jo, but I would
read it as (4)A> JAB 4, As to the upper portion of its legend s
and <ty 3,401 there is a stroke of a letter between as and G <41
which shows that a word like @il or I intervenes between the two.
On page 222 you give the various readings sl ¢ wu=>and s as
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suggested by Gibbs,' Rodgers' and yourself. From my point of view
both =~ and A are not appropriate. There is a feasible possibility
for n!, which, I believe, fits in admirably. Therefore we should
either agree with Mr. Gibbs or suggest words like a2 or _rsvai or nwa,
which are certainly more fitting than _ss,

(5) Coin No. 690 (Billon)—ais oeluy & »—it looks more like
©laluy (plural) than =alu; (singular), thongh I admit the word c=le
suits the context better. I possess a duplicate (see impression No. 2)

(6) With reference to coin No. 306, gold, square of Ala’ud-Din
Mohammad Shah, ] beg to inform yon that I possess a curious square
silver piece, with the same legend on obverse and reverse, viz.
e gdt_pal ¢ ool wihsedlens (W) ,a8l (vide impression No. 3).

(7) Permit me to refer to your Catalogue of Indian Museum,
Calcutta, Vol. 2. 1In the collection of Malwa coins, you read the
reverse of coin 45 of Ghiyas Shah and coin No. 72 of Nasir Shah as?
&l AS), but the reading, to my mind, requires modification. I read
the legend as & el; ASI, What you read the b of &b is in fact the b
of UaS, In coin No. 72, Plate XI, we notice three parallel lines
running from top to bottom ; the first line is |; the second J; and
the third comprises the lower portion of a §; and on the top of it is
the 35 » of &, &4l is a famous Arabic motto and means
‘greatness belongs to God only’. I own a clear piece of Ghiyas Shah
(see impression No. 4).

(8) Coin No. 589-590 :—Following the traditional reading of the
numismatists you have read the mint as j> ;3 and have translated
as ‘Pass of Dhar’ (I.M.C., P. 59). T do not consider the s of sy as a
separate letter, I take it to be the old form of circular p3», which we

Sl = GF 5ok U £y Aw d - o a0V (B1 ARt =24 ATB) 35 e -y
(5) = bt Audly Wl 6 (geysdne (o 0 4y pdw B (oo, (Sl
-l 5l B 0sibj e ol 33)1 (Byaaa - srara) sl e il -y

Syl ol I ol a3 LS walllas o poast B OB gty o el
weyat 5 wSE )\ a2 ol - ei iy Bl 0w M8 & IR (gilage
v Y 35 B aqa A ar. - I LT e v S S Sen 2y

(30) = lag s
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come across constantly in ancient books and manuscripts. My read-
ing, therefore, is ;83 )3 the circular ¢ in fact belongs to the j of o3,

(9) Coin No. 219 :—You mention small circles over Al ¢ paaaios
pks ¢33 and 3se2, Similarly in No. 221 you point small circles
over plis and s5.2, This circle is nothing but ¢>> which may be
jotted down or dropped at the sweet will of the writer. On coin No.
222 you say there is no mark over 44 as well as over Plin and 3sa2,
This only confirms my point that the ¢>> can be put down or dropped
down according to the wishes of the writer.

(10) Coin No. 1069 :—You give its .mint (?) o1 el T
believe it is the same Coin as No. 654 of the I.M.C. I have a Coin
similar to this which reads (awsly & o9 )ls and T agree with Mr.
Nevill in reading the disputed mint as Creal y 65. The word w«lly
on my Coin is written in a form similar to Islam Shah’s Coin No 1286,
where the mint is wanting. But I possess a better coin which bears
the mint () éi clearly visible, I, therefore, submit that when we
read sy in Islam Shah’s coin, why not read the same in Sher Shah’s

Coin. T enclose facsimile of both of these coins (see impressions
Nos. 5 and 6).

On a minute study of Coin No. 1069 and my own coin, I find that
the two coins differ slightly. This coin has after < ,al,ls m.m. 45,
after this there is an ornamental mark q; than there is w-Jly i.e.
Credly ; next there is the same ornamental form p (running in the
reverse direction) followed by m.m, 45. Now comes a letter which
crosses the first «ill of ,S))! and appears like a — , which I am unable
to explain. This much, however, is certain that the two coins are
very similar to each other and must belong to the same mint. I do

not share the view that this is the same mint of Islam Shah’s copper
coins known as aaailad s,

(11) Coin No. 1365 :—You read the mint as Budhandeh (44l yy),
To my 'mind the letter following s is y=r, and not the >=d. If we
look carefully at the 5 of Jsle and the letter in question, we find there
is a vast difference in their shape and size. I subjoin the impression
(No. 7). The last word of this mint is read by you as ‘deh’ (4:3), but
0 give some sort of meaning to it we have to read it as aklady,
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that is ‘given by old people. The Persian writers of this period often
wrote the final Hindi <)l in the form of a o, so much so that they
wrote e as 4825 o as abis |);er as ‘JJﬁr’ Usw as 4ige and Ly
as 4391 15545 as 0)545 and bsb as 45,3,

(12) Coin No. 242 A :—The mint of this is read by you as j )l dhs,
I possess a similar coin, but I read the mint as _,,rli, The initial U
and the dot of O can be traced. Nagaur and Sawalak were in the
jagir of Balban during the reign of Nasir-uddin Mahmud. It is not
surprising, therefore, that on the death of Mahmud when Balban
ascended the throne he struck coins at Nagaur. This coin is dated
665 A.H. (See impression No. 8).

(13) Coin No. 225 C :—You read the marginal date Cpues 3 pas
43w 3 but I believe the unit is not j.e& as there is no room for the
three strokes of ¢ between the p and the 5,313 of yr. 1, therefore,
suggest O as a reasonable alternative.

(14) Coin No. 1075 :(—You read the bottom margin of reverse as
AN\ (see plate XIIT). But MioAe is unthinkable here. 1n my
opinion the j of ji got mixed with 4; of J3 3 hence (a4l 2,6 assumed
the appearance of zpiNts,

(15) Coin 137A :— 3N\ o ,» This, perhaps, you write on the
authority of Rodgers. This is supposed to be the coin of Iltutmish.
My objection is on the ground of Orthography. For during the days
of Iltutmish and his sons the word jya¥ was written as ,sa4)r» which
is nearer to the indigenous pror{unciation. Even to-day we hear the
Panjabis generally pronouncing it as yse). It is strange, therefore,
to think that a coin of that period the name of the town should be
spelt as ;saY¥ (with )t), This spelling belongs to a later period.
On this orthographical ground, I beg to submit that this coin does
not deserve to be included in the Iltutmish coins. The famous
Tabqat-i-Nasiri, composed in the reign of Iltutmish’s son Nasir-uddin
Mahmud, always spells the name of Lahore as js»3) (see pages 25, 26,
117, 135, 140 ard 141).

(16) Coin No. 134:— Ja3 & a2 e [ ehiaddi Ol J4e You have
attributed this coin to lltutmish. But this attribution does not carry
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the weight of conviction. The smooth formation of characters and
the use of the popular phraseology }a3 & wa# which is not even found
on the silver coins of Iltutmish, point out to a later period. The
a3 and the s 315 of letters indicate boldly that this coin belongs to
either Nasir-uddin Mahmud’s or Ghiyas-uddin Balban’s period.

(17) Coin 720 and 721 :—glaku ols jo i [ o> KJIl> You state
this coin as Malwa type which I admit. But I am puzzled at the idea
that you did not include it in the posthumous coins of Firoz Shah, as
it should naturally be done, because the Malwa type did not come in
vogue before the reign of Hoshang Shah Ghori (A. H. 808-36=A. C.
1405-32) and Firoz Shah died in 790 A.H., i.e. eighteen years before
Hoshang. In the circumstances we can only look upon it as a post-
humous coin.

(18) Coin No. 36 :—Your reading is Ujjain (ca=!) which cannot be
entertained by any means. I believe the word  ,..& is deteriorated
in this form ; firstly it is in a rayed circle ; secondly it has three dots
on top and three at the bottom. The top dots indicate the o and

bottom dots indicate the . It has been a custom to place three
dots at the bottom of y»=S to differentiate it from the # =sh.

THE MINT DAR-UL ISLAM

In the I.M.C. you expressed the opinion that the mint eALYhs s
presumably a synonym for Delhi (P. 8). In the book under review
you state, It has been suggested by Mr. Nevill (J.A.S.B., N.S. 35,
Art, 219) that the sultan gave the College known as Dar-ul Islam in
Old Delhi the right to strike coins, while the Hazrat Delhi coins were
minted at Siri. The view that Dar-ul Islam stands for Old Delhi is a
reasonable one, though confirmation from any historical source is so
far lacking’’. (P. 106).

I believe no historical evidence is forthcoming to uphold Mr.
Nevill’s assertion that Ala-uddin gave the royal prerogative of striking
coins to a College at Delhi called Dar-ul Islam. He (Ala-uddin), being
an illiterate man, cared very little for education and schools But I
would like to know the source of Mr. Nevill’s information, as T do not
find it mentioned in the current books on history.

I also beg to differ from you in the belief that Dar-ul Islam was
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another name for Delhi. History is silent on this point. On a care-

ful perusal of Ala-uddin’s history we learn that he was in the habit of
giving new names to the towns conquered by him.

I cite a few
instances here.

(a) When he captured Chitor, the old capital of Udaipur State,
he renamed it after the name of his son Khizr Khan to whom
the territory was given in fief and called it Khizrabad
(>4} ,»22) Khusrow, the famous poet of this period in his poem
the ‘Dawal Rani Khizr Khan’, writes :

Fo,5 a4 A U SIT iy B0,5 ol Ol jaas el
(P. 67, O\ 2t Jdly J2)

(b) The name of Siwana (now belonging to Jodhpur State) after
the conquest was changed into Khairabad (.le_,:s.)_ Amir
Khusrow in his history the ‘Khazain-ul Futuh’, which cele-
brates the conquests of Ala-uddin, writing the accounts of
Siwana, says:
A\gdlg_,%w&.:dm(wﬁéﬁj
(P. 73, C_,:AM o)

{c) There is yet another town, on the way to Deccan, nine stages
from Delhi, whose name was changed into Masudpur

(s3¢ >snws) after the name of his son Prince Mas’ud.

Khusrow describing the first expedition of Malik Kafur to
Deccan records:

RPN g g PP JENTR

plis OF 53 3 domny g 53 S9mews )3 dnu duL w3l lS ol KL Sais i sl
30 d3men o ke S )98 Sl 28 b elasl Spann yag ) WS
(P. 80, rs=)! SR) “eom
(d) Another town mentioned by Khusrow in his wali GliS is a3 s
presumably named after the king’s own name :
38N Al gl 3 5y N an Ne Sy K ad e
(P. 89, wali (5la5)
With this preliminary remark I beg to add that when Ala-uddin
led his expedition to Ranthambhor and conquered the fort, he re-
named it as Dar-ul Islam. Amir Khusrow has twice mentioned this
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point in his above quoted history the ‘Khazain-ul-Futuh’. At the

conclusion of his account of Ranthambhor he says:

Db 3 9 =2 Gabimen e gy O30 raa gaa Olia OF ES EU G0
Lazdly Jai Oled ) pRYhls Gllas LasTy s ol

(P 58, “cyll i)

(V)
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Please comply. It was clearly understood that he will be
given a formed receipt. MS 15/8

Sl Joli § Sty (guisdsn Sl es biki ga cayl ol ki w
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Yt

_é,_atgmi 8 o melia L ;‘-F_}‘ft’.‘e&}ru‘l‘v‘rfu B L“ﬁuﬂ"
- g ok 55 o gl

Ol O = g 83 i ey U35 S 67 A L8 SO 0l 2 ply sed WY
3 59led 3 clakai g Sl g el i g 35 Jrde el Y qq by ase’ oS
2 & ey s slo daal g2 e s Ol - 03y K Lymer e nd s 658
05 ekt Caapgd (S OnlST Ol as uS” é,.r e O S 15T Gtea Bl 47 14T
ST e el ey 5o o F 03 dey oy 5 23 Leme
e wad Lre st sl oy b IO T W o w Jle @y se (S
w S35 @ - B ey e e G35 o e Olg v - g ssdY
S M ol 08 e T O4 IOV s Wy g W (s a0
onby el i S j8 WS 47 e g0 C—&J ) SOV T ulyys
NP P PR ISP g SN FTEER

o S ay 51 G (51 St A u‘;r_«;)’) P g oS ML
- Bl 32 93l WBY K g cand dl- g o e

P

L;Lﬁ: 3 sest
(Y)
To
The Librarian',
Panjab University Library,
Lahore.
Dear Sir,
I beg to say that the following manuscripts included in my list

CdnE § SanY Guysda oy o eatd WL e Glat oon -y
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offered for sale to the Punjab University Library do not belong to
me and may please be returned to me so that I may send them back
to the rightful owner.
Yours faithfully
H.M. Shairani

5. C)}Q) S b OT}_;:\«..&I)}? K

(¥)
18 Fleming Road,
Lahore.
2nd June, 1941
Sir',

With reference to the acquisition of my Collection of books etc.
by the Punjab University Library I have the honour to ask you at
what stage is the proposition. As I am leaving Lahore shortly, I
suppose it would be convenient to either side if I know definitely
where the matter stands.

Yours etc. etc.
H. M. Shairani

The Chairman,
Punjab University Library Coumiitee,
Lahore.

wega K cale s 55 2y qey ol 22 Eaedie gy pd Slmy -y
ol ke - 63 a5 sk S om 29y aavar/- Je T
Ay a1 B3 S 0 g LT SO el sy 90y o orr
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Ve O o 85 G4 S5 O cwisds Jo5 K Sl § cad § opls
(o) 5 1680 sy e
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18 Fleming Road,
Lahore.

3rd July, 1941
Sir’, July

1 have to acknowledge receipt of a copy of paragraph 31, from
the proceedings of the meeting of the syndicate of the University,
held on the 6th June last, under your letter No. 11391-92, dated
11-6-1941, and a copy of para 10 of the proceedings of the same body,
sent to me by the librarian of the Punjab University Library, under
his letter No. 1590 dated 23rd June, 1941 regarding the acquisition
of MSS books etc. by the Punjab Uuniversity Library.

In this connection I have to bring to the notice of the syndicate
that I originally decided with the librarian and the Chairman of the
Library Committee that my collection shall be kept in the library
intact as a whole. The main idea was that the public may profit by

(}3_)) (5)_,L..4 )JI d' Juﬁ_,ol: JAJauab)ANLH&.L.“-‘
Kor o F St 352 qpy Oz ore 592 T om St J 5 54
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this collection, and I did not, therefore, make the offer to gain any

pecuniary end. This was also the reason why I agreed to get such
a low price,

Notwithstanding this agreement, I find that the whole of my
collection, including QITA’TS, paintings, GHORIES and the coins
have not been acquired. The price is not being paid cash, while the
collection is being retained in the library, as a security against an
advance of Rs. 8500/- to be paid to me in lieu of the total price of
the collection, untill the government decides to grant the money to
the library in their budget for 1942-43, and even that pending the
sanction of the legislature.

I very much regret, under the circumstances, not to accept the
decision of the syndicate, referred to above, and I shall, therefore,
be obliged if you very kindly instruct the librarian to return my
collection forthwith, as I am leaving Lahore very shortly. '

Your faithfully,

H. M. Shairani
The Regisfrar,
University of the Punjab,

Lahore.
(&)
Mehndi Bagh,
Tonk Rajputana
SPEREL L. . 14th Sep.,1941
The Registrar, =~ :
Panjab University,”, -
Lahore. bk R
Sir', s ’
With reference to my previous letter dated 3rd July, 1941 refus-
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ing to give the collection of my books to the University library, I
am sorry to say that I wrote that letter without knowing certain
facts, which I came to know later. I now hereby withdraw my
refusal and accept the terms laid down in the resolution of the senate,
Kindly make payment of Rs. 8500/- {(as decided by the senate) to
my bank {The Central Bank of India).

After depositing my collection in the library, I discovered that
by an oversight I have included in the collection five book which did
not belong to me. The names and serial numbers of these books

(rz. 9 wris mdl l":1‘)
S ol LS GBI K as 5 PELNT T (453'(.:3.; o whed Oow eOLhad
G ow - o e el LS Ak i caly § IS 0 G0 8
38 ol 0Lyl (it 0s W e le S lT 35 Cale s WS S
E SanY pier w KiaS 23 )5 S50 55 glam 06y SE S
susiysg om aaY 35 S8 (K2 Cale 2 Salse my o S
CS ey S lgre dolas S5 Jo e cale Gl 5 caale JLH
5 eSS oS ele Gl 2 cele JUl
Sl E g o5 o BT o op b U ele s
tw
] am writing this letter in the presence of Shairani Sahib.
His find answer is, and from he says he would not move an inch,
that he be allowed to take back five books(MSS) which are not

his...If he is not allowed to take back these five books, he is sorry,
he will be compelled to take back the whole lot.
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«Received the above noted five MSS from the Librarian
Panjab University Library. H.M. Shairani.”
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were already communicated to the late librarian. I request that I
be allowed to withdraw these books.
1 shall be obliged for an early reply to this letter.
Yours faithfully,
H. M. Shairani
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To,
The Chairman,

Library Committee,
University of the Punjab,
Lahore.
Dear" Sir,
I shall feel extremely obliged if you will kindly arrange to have

dsws 2o9) Ab. /- ot e U S § 55 Tnegag 4l enle ot -y
o shew 5G4 ol § S § oy il G- e S S
(i) i
Ji3 30y G55 oefl 530 Ghs sby by bl Lugs woaal) § S ‘SI’;J -y
Jl cr e Gy Guasin gy o QB v L W S
(o vAY wmie widle §Y) 5 £y




YAY

sent to me the second instalment of the price of my books acquired
by the University library.

Your faithfully,
H. M. Shairani
1, Daryaganj,
Delhi.

Dated : 12th April, 1942

, (v weie wedle wid)
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