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“Every sikh enjoyed all the privileges of khalsa citizenship
—eXemption from taxation, liberty to oppress, and oppor-
tunity to live like a freebooter.  His (Ranjit Singh’s) rule was
a tyranny of force. He had no system, nu conception of duty
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to his subjects : he and his people gloried in their 1gnorance -
in his time there were no law courts, no schools, no jaius in the
Punjab : the only punishments known were fines for the rich,
and mutilation —the lopping off of arm or leg—for the poor;
until well into the sixties maimed specimens of his inhumanitv
were seen in every town and large village of the Punjab.™"?
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“*All violant crimes have been repressed, all gangs of murderer:
and robbers have been broken up, and the rmgleaders brough(

f. S. S Thorbum, Tlle Punjab in Peace And War Pagc 23,
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to justice. In no part of India is there now more perfect peace
than in the territories lately annexed.’™
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be interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern |
a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but English
taste, in opinions, in morals and in intellect.”’
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‘“Statistically, the Punjab might be the richest country, yet its

people the poorest, in India, if they were the rack-rented

tenants of capitalists, That is the condition towards

which our *system’ was, until 1900, reducing the ‘‘finest
peasantry in India.’”
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“By which will vou be governed ?”
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