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A similar though simpler type (which Eric Schroeder tried to
classify as badi ‘-script) must have been in use in the Eastern
lands of the caliphate ; manuscripts of the Qur’an written in
Afghanistan in the later Middle Ages and even in comparatively
recent times still recall this style, and the khatt-¢ Bihari which
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is found in India in the late Middle Ages is probably an offspring
of the graceful thin Eastern Qur‘anic script (Pl. XXII).*°
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“Bihar is a transition style between Kufic and Naskh, being
neither angular nor round. It is believed to have been evolved
in India, but it could not hold its ground against Naskh, which
had already reached a high state of perfection.”’??
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Ecriture Bihar {,\«)

Distinguished from the Naskh especially in that the thin and
thick parts of the letters are all of the same model, begiuning
with a thin feature and ending with a thick feature. These
should not go below the lower line traced with the ruler, with
the expection of 7 and & e
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