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From the Secretary to Government Punjab, to the Director of
Public Instruction Punjab, No. 120, dated 2nd March 1865.

I am directed to acknowledgo the receipt of yourletter No. §2,
dated 20th February, reporting the establishment at Lahore, by Dr,
Leitner, of a Vernacular Scientific and Literary Society, and proposing
a grant-in-aid of 150 rupees for the purchase of Oriental works in ad-
dition to those already contributed by the members.

2. Inreply I am directed to convey His Honor’s sanction to the
grant proposed, and to remark that His Honor highly appreciates Dr.
Leitner’s exertion and will be glad to aid them in every mode which ég
may be feasible.

3. His Honor will further be glad to know from time to time of <
the progress of the institution.? ”l‘l
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From the Secretary to Government Punjab, to the Director of
Public Instruction Punjab, No. 296, dated 10th June 1865.

The Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that the time has arrived
when the Educational Department of the Punjab should take some
more decided steps than it heretofore done towards the creation
or extention of a Vernacular Literature. The Scientific Associations
of the North Western Proviuces, founded by the Principal Sudder
Ameen Suyad Ahmad, and other bodies or individuals elsewhere, no
doubt have done, and are doing, something towards this end, and
there efforts are dcserving of all commendation and encouragement ;
but is more especially incumbent on the Government, in His Honor’s
opinion, to take a prominent lead in a matter so intimately connected
with the future progress of the Indian nation. What the extension of
English education, the facilities for transferring into the languages of
the country the knowledge, literatnre, and science of the West have
vastiy increased ; but it seems pretty certain that unless some specific
action be takeo on our part, and some really effective stimulus applicd
the process will be carried on at a rate much less rapid than is desir-
able, and in seme sense necessary, if we would do justice to the position
in which the Ruler of Events has seen fit to place us here,

2. His Honor will be glad, therefore, to be favored with such
suggestions on this subject as may occur to you, after communicating
with others interested in such subjects and capable of advising. I am
to add that limited as is the amount at our disposal for Educational
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purposes, His Honor, neverthless, considers it indispensable that a
portion of this be yearly set apart for the prosecution of this most
important work, and will be quite prepared to devote to it as large a
sum as you may be disposed to recommend.®
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1. Abstract of the proceedings of the ‘Society for the Diffusion of

uscful knowledge’ from commencement to end of March 1865 p. 1.

2. Proceedings of the Government of the Punjab, Education, March
165, p. 112.
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1865, p. 204.
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