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Abstract

Sindhi and Pashto are the most ancient languages of the world.
Although both the languages belong to different linguistic families yet
they are much closer to each other as far as their cultural and
linguistic aspects are concerned. Even in today's Sindh a large
number of Pashtun population is living and conducting their business,
trade etc. Hence, Sindhi and Pashto languages have benefited from
each other. Pashto and Sindhi have their closer linguistic structure
and there is a remarkable vocabulary of Pashto in Sindhi language
and vice versa. These close connections, cultural and linguistic
similarities have been discussed in this paper with some linguistic
specimen, vocabulary, cultural ingredients and historical evidences.
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"On the west, Sindhi is bounded by Balochi, an Eranian language
with which it has but a distant affinity, and by which it is a little
influenced. On the north, it is bounded by Lahndi, with which it is
closely connected. Lahnda is spoken not only to the north of Sindhi,
but also by more than 100,000 immigrants scattered all over Sindh,
side by side with Sindhi. Although closely connected with Lahnda,
Sindhi, except in the extreme north, is little influenced by it, and such
influence is almost entirely in the matter of vocabulary. On the other
hand, the neighbouring Sindhi has much influenced not only the
Lahnda spoken in Sindhi, but also the Lahnda of the South Western
Panjab spoken near the Sindh fronter (vide post, pp. 357 ff. and
p- 338).

On the east, Sindhi is bounded by the Marwari dialect of Rajasthani.
In Tharand in Marwar there are speakers of Sindhi and speakers of
Marwari living intermingled side by side. Hence, as might be
expected, there are several forms of speech that are mixture of Sindhi
and Marwari in varying proportions. Sindhi and Marwari belong to
different groups of Indo-Aryan vernacular, and therefore do not
merge into each other through intermediate dialects. The mixed
dialects there referred to are, rather, what may be called mechanical
mixtures, words and forms being borrowed by one or other of the
neighbouring dialects as ready made vacables of foreign origin, much
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as, though to a larger extent, French words are borrowed by English
at the present day, or as the French have borrowed our institution of
five o' clock tea, and have concocted a new French verb 'five-o'
cloquer'.

On the south and south-east, Sindhi is bounded by various dialects of
Gujarati. A reference to Vol. 1X, Pt. ii, p. 327, will show that
Gujarati, although a member of the Central group of the Indo-Aryan
Vernacular, has at its base and old, lost, language of the Outer Circle
of those vernaculars, of which Sindhi is also a member. This lost
language was therefore akin to Sindhi, and when in the south and
south-east we come across Sindhi in contact with Gujrati, we find
free intermingling of the two languages, and the formation of what is
a real distinct dialect of Sindhi, not a mere mixture with Gujrati- in
the various forms of Karachi. It must not be supposed that there is
not also here mechanical intermixture. There is a great deal of it, and,
as Gujarati is freely spoken all over Cutch by people whose numbers
and influence vary from place to place, the proportion of Gujarati in
Karachi thus depends largely on locality. (7)
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"In Gandhara there are two famous rocks- inscriptions of the Indian

Emperor Asoka (cira 4B.C. 250) at Shahbaz Garhi and Mansehra

which are couched in what was then the official language of the

country. This was a dialectic of Pali, distinguished by possessing

several phonetic peculiarities that are still observable in the Dardic
languages and in Lahnda and Sindhi"
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