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Relationship between Pakhtuns and the Mughals in the Indian
subcontinent was blemished by conflicts, intrusion and invasions. Pakhtuns'
presence in the north-western border of India was a constant source of
trouble for the Mughal kings right from Babur to Aurangzeb. This frontier
was a stumbling block in the north-western policy of the Mughals due to
tough Pakhtuns resistance. The article traces the origin of the very cordial
relationship between Ulugh Beg Mirza, the Mughal ruler of Kabul and
Malik Suleman Shah, the Yusufzai Pakhtun sardar. The Pakhtun
ascendancy to the power echelon in Kabul was very difficult for the Mughal
to swallow. The article discusses the conspiracy hatched by Mirza Ulugh
Beg in which he put to death, through deceit, hundreds of Pakhtun sardars
in his palace to crush their strength and political power in Kabul. Very
little scholarly work has been done to discuss the event in a proper
historical context to link it up with the origin of rivalry between the two
mighty people. There is not a single work mentioning that the massacre of
these sardars was the original source of conflict between the two
communities.
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There are undoubtedly the leading tribes among the Afghans people as a
whole. It is the Yusufzai who have kept alight the lantern of the race. Just
as the Durranis, whether in the Sadozai or Muhammadzai dynasties, have
supplied the royal house in Afghanistan for over two hundred years, so the

Yusufzais... regard themselves, and indeed are regarded, as the truest and
finest exponent of the Afghan way of life.!”
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If my dear friends are pleased to come down to his country, | shall have
only the name of king, while each kingdom and territory that has been
conquered and will pass under our control will be shared by us as between
brothers. F"
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Muhammad Hayat Khan, Hayat-e-Afghani, Translated & Edited Henery Preistle
(Lahore: Sang-e-Meel, 1981), p. 29, also see H.W. Bellew, A General Report on
the Yousajzais, (Lahore: Sang-e-Meel Publications, 2001).

Himayatullah, Mughal-Afghan Conflict During the Seventeenth Century,
(Islamabad: M.Phil Thesis, Department of History, QAU, Islamabad, 2005), p. 23.
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Razia Sultana, Pakhtoon Settlement in the Peshawar Valley: An Appraisai,
Pakistan Historical Society, Vol L, October-December, 2002, No. 4, p. 69.
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Percy Sayk, A History of Afghanistan, Vol-1, (Lahore: Alberoni Publication, 1979),
p- 43.
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