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Abstract

In this article the author has critically discussed the writers of
Pakistan Movement, especially how they have placed Sir Muhammad Igbal
in the scenario of Pakistan Freedom Movement. She emphasized that all the
writers focus on Igbal deliberation on the idea of Pakistan in his Allahabad
address of 30 December 1930. The writers do not bother to go further than
this aspect of Ighal in Freedom Movement. They have not shown further
interest in Igbal’s contribution for Pakistan Movement. They do not
mention about his speeches at Anjuman-i-Himayat-i-Islam at Lahore. They
do not take the pains to probe the correspondence between Igbal and
Jinnah from 1933 to 1938. How Igbal in his letters elaborated the idea of
Pakistan.

Abida Igbal Zaidi's article is important uas it invites historians to
Sfurther probe Igbal. She has mentioned books and authors, whom she
considers have not placed Igbal on the right pedestal of Freedom
Movement.

Igbal has continuously been deliberating on freedom, on self-respect,
inspiring the Muslim of India in particular and Muslims of the world in
general to invoke qualities of self-relization and climb the stairs of
research knowledge and glory.
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"These were of course the poems which had made Igbal
the idol of Muslim youth. Till then the Allama Iqbal had
not taken to the writing of the philosophical verses and
_ poems which later became the subject of discussion in
Punjab Society over cups of wine. We loved Igbal the
Revolutionary, calling upon his people to rise to action;
Igbal who introduced Muslim heroes in their true glory, the
Igbal who by his new interpretation of Quranic injunctions
~put life into what had been made stale by philosophical
ponderings"."”
The Muslim League Session of this year, over which the
great poet. Dr. Sir Mohammad Igbal, presided, was held at
" Allahabad. Tt is needless to recount his services to the
country for they are too well known. He had not only
inspired the Muslim leaders but awakened the masses
through his poetic gift to a growing sense of pride in their
- history and a keen desire for the evolution of a dynamic
ideology . He had already given so much to Indian.
~Muslims ‘which they could never forget, but at Allahabad
~-.in a thought-provoking address he again called upon to
" open their éyes and look around. He said, T would like to
o -§ee~Punjab;fr.thdh and Balochistan amalgamated into a
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single state, self government with in the British Empire or
without the British Empire".”
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" Thereafter in November- December 1930 during the first
Round Table Conference Choudhri Rehmat Ali met many
Muslim Leaders in London and explained to them his
scheme of partition, for the first time giving it the name of
Pakistan (P for Punjab, A for Afghanistan, K for Kashmir,
S for Sindh and -istan for Balochistan), and finally in
December 1930 Allama Iqgbal himself unfolded the
scheme as the President of the all India Muslim League
Session held at Allahabad".®
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" The clarion call of Allama Igbal in the 1930 Session of
the Muslim League at Allahabad had failed to attract the
attention even of the intellectual classes, much less of the
masses."
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"Sir Muhammad Igbal is generally credited with initiating
the idea of separation. As has been mentioned, there were
people before him who advocated partition, but Igbal was
the first important public figure to propound the idea from
platform of the Muslim League. In his presidential address
to the league's annual session at Aliabad in 1930, he
discussed the problem of India at length. The salient points
of his address are summarized below in almost in his own
words."&
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Some writers have taken Igbal to mean that he wanted only
a consolidated Muslim unit within the confederation of
India but this is incorrect. If that were so he would not
have mentioned self-government within the British empire
or without it . A resolution of the all parties Muslim
conferences was, in his view, a demand for the autonomy
of Islam within a free India. That is the reason why he
pre-faced his remark by saying that personally he would
like to go even further which could mean only
independence. In the third Round Table conference Igbal
pleaded that there should be no central government in the
subcontinent and that the provinces should be autonomous
and independent dominions. Igbal did not give a name of
his projected Muslim state, that was the wotk of Rehmat
Ali, to whom we now turn again. In January 1933,
Chaudry Rehmat Ali and his three colleagues in
Cambridge, issued a pamphlet entitled "Now or Never", in
which the idea of Partition was reiterated"?
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"A clear conception was given by Sir Muhammad Igbal in
his presidential address in Allahabad in 1930. Igbal's
conception was not only clear but comprehensive in the
sense that it was based on both geographical and
Ideological factors," I would like to see the Punjab, North
West Frontier Pvovince, Sindh and Balochistan
amalgamated into a single state. Self government within or
without the British Empire".... It may be noted that Igbal
was thinking only for North-West India and not of Bengal.
Secondly, he suggested the exclusion of Ambala Division
and those districts where non-Muslim were in a majority
from this non western Muslim State. In a way he was
clearer than the formulators of the Lahore Resolution of
1940. West Pakistan of the future was to cover roughly the
territory outlined by Igbal. Thirdly, Iqbal was agreeabie to
the idea of the North western Muslim State forming a part
of the Indian Federation, if 'residuary powers' were left
entirely to self governing states.d
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"Chaudhry Rehmat Ali is considered the originator of the
word Pakistan. The word was used in a four page leaflet
entitled 'Now or Never', published in Jan 1933, and signed,
besides by Rehmat Ali, by three other students in
Cambridge"."
There were two basic differences between Iqbal's scheme
and that of Rehmat Ali. Unlike Iqbal's scheme, the
provinces which constituted Rehmat Ali's Pakistan were to
have a separate Federation of their own. Secondly, Rehmat
Ali published a map of India which showed three
independent Muslim Nations forming a tripple alliance.
They were Pakistan in the North West, Bang e Islam;
consisting of Bengal and Asam in the North East, and
Usmanistan in the South formed by the state of
Hyderabad".!"
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In this speech he said that the principle of Europeon
Democracy could not be applied to India. Communalism
was indispensible to the formation of a harmonious whole
in a country like India. The Muslims of India were the only
Indian People who could fitly be described as a Nation, in
the modren sense of the word, and then he came to the
famous sentence which has earned him the title of the
father of the Pakistan Idea,” I would like to see the Pujab,
Northwest Frontier Province, Sindh and Baluchistan
amalgamated into single State.!"”
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It must be remembered that Igbal did not argue for the
Muslim State, but only for Muslim Bloc in an Indian
Federation. Moreover Bengal and Asam (the present East
Pakistn, Bangladesh) did not enter into his calculations. It
is grossly misleading to call him the originator of the idea
of Pakistan or the poet who dreamed of the partition. He
never talked of partition and his ideal was that of a getting
together of the Muslim Provinces in the North-West , so
as to bargain more advantageously with the projected
Hindu centre. It is one of the myths of Pakistani

nationalism to saddle Igbal with the paréntage of
Pakistan"."”
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"All discussion of Igbal's political activities and his
contribution to Muslim political awakening must begin
with the remark that Igbal was in no sense a politician. His
interest and his participation in practical politics was
conformed almost entirely to the last decade of his life. He
was essentially a poet and a political philosopher. In both -
fields he achieved high repute. Whether he was greater as
a poet than a philosopher can hardly be determined, since
the two pursuits were indissolubly linked. It is perhaps
correct to say that his politico-philosophical and poetical
utterances became “mixture of two blended into a political
mysticism transcending them both"”. Although Igbal was
mainly preoccupied with his literary activities, a sensitive

mind like his could not remain unconcerned with what was
happening around him in the field of politics"./
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[ have been myself of the view that religious differences
should disappear from this country and even of their
separate national entities is desirable for both the Hindus
and the ‘Muslims. The vision of a common nationhood for
India is a beautiful ideal, and has a poetic appeal but
looking to the present conditions and the un-conscious
trends of the two communities, appears incapable of
fulfillment.'
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1 would go further than the demand embodied in it. ]
would like Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sindh
and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state. Self
Government within the British Empire or without the
British Empire. The formation of a consolidated
North-West Indian Muslim State appears to me to be the
final destiny of the Muslims at least of North-West India."A

This is the pith of Igbal's address. Before examining the
rest of the address, it is important to note that Iqbal was
using the word 'State', not with the meaning of Sovereign
Independent state, but as a component and constituent unit
of India.!d
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While the round table conference was yet in session,
Muhammad Igbal adumbrated the pian for an independent
Muslim state on the North West of India in his address to
the annual Muslim League Allahabad in the last week of
1930, Igbal was by no means the first to have advocated
Partition, as it came to be called.The ground had been
prepared for him by some prominent thinkers, Muslims as
well as non-Muslims." ‘
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