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“It may be doubted whether Justinian’s immediate sub-
jects derived any very great bevefit from the Corpus juris.
Most of it was in Latin, whereas the bulk of them spoke
Greek, and some Syriac or Arabie. It was repeatedly and
capriciously altered by the legislator himself during the .
_ last thirty years of his reign. And there are other reasons
tor supposing that the [mperial enactments of this period
seldom made themselves felt much beyond the chief cent-
_res of administration, and that in the outlying districts
of the Eastern provinces the regular tribunals were less .
resorted $o than olerical arbitrators, the bichops and pre- '
. sbyters of the different sects, whase legal notions were

derived at second or third hand lorm the older Roman
law sources with an admixtyres of other slements
- ( Wilson, Anglo-Muhammadan Law, ed. 1894, p. 6.)
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