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"There was an idea particularly in

the middle ages that by going on

pilgrimage as Muslim pilgrims do,

You were reinstating the original

condition of man. The act of Walking

through a wilderness was thought to

bring you back to God."

Bruce Chatwin

The ‘Song Lines
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"Now all my life I have been

fascinated by music of word in any

language and in this collection of

verses [ have sought to muke the

words sing the music that [ hear.

“But, as lyric poetry is poetry as

well as  being lyrical, it has «the

same general purpose as poetry, which

is the expression of the deepest
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feelings of the human heart in the
search for beauty and the mystery
of things. It is perhaps primarily a
search for Beauty."
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"Lyric poetry in fact takes for its
province what in another connection
“Somerset Maugham had beautifully
described as all that the world has to
offer of beauty, Love and ease,
friendship and art the pleasant gifts
of nature."
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" "The earliest of the poets whom I have
translated is Tyrtaeus, who according
to suidas, flourished in the 37th
olymaid, which puts him about the
middle of the 7th century B.C.
The lastest poet is Igbal, the esteemed
poet of modern Pakistan, who died in 1938
and within the memory of most people who
may think it worth while to read this book.
S L S M5 o
sl i
"It may be asked where are my preferences
in this pageant of the lyric and wondering
muse. In literature preferences are always
a matter of taste. It is rarely fair in
dealing with the works of supreme poetical
skill to attempt to say that one is greater
than another. Men will always differ in
appraisement of that kind. It is well it
should be so. But to me in this gathering
of excerpts from the works of thirteen
real poets  speaking  six different

language, the first place goes to Shah
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Abdul Latif of Sindh, in whose
verse it is impossible not to detect
the music and acstasy of sublime

adoration.
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-l;l[;‘lbf'g}{{dradﬂf”u’éwi.
"There are no Hindu poets in my collection.
Their thought -runs on a very .different
plane which to me offers only the cold
intellectualism that characterises the higher
flights of the Hindu religion. The
only Hindu poetry of the highest
class that has appealed to me to
some slight extent is that of the
Sikh religion, where in places the form
of mystic contemplation is at times
;:lose to what is found in Christianify
and islam, a fact which, I think,
explains the strange fascination that

a completely Islamic poet like Shah

~ Abdul Latif of Sindh has excercised over
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both Muslimes and Hindues familiar
with his autstanding achievements.
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"I  prepared a fairly large

dictionary of difficult words of

Risalo in the colloquil Sindhi and

English. It contains more than 6000

(Six thousand) words. I hope it will

be quite useful to the students of

Risalo. 1 must state here that the

Risalo is almost untransiastable, due
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