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"We shall cease our fight for equality where we are:
denied it. Because we have the misfortune of calling
ourselves Hindus, we are treated thus. If we are
members of another Faith, none would dare treat us so.
Choose any religion which gives you equality of status
and treatment. We shall repair our mistake now. I had.
the misfortune of being born with the stigma of an
Untouchable. However, it is not my fault, but I will not
die a Hindu, for this is in my power."
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Your reverence : [ received your esteemed letter
and ask to be excused for the delay in answering it.
Since it involved some necessary enquiries on my part
before writing, I have applied to some of the Islamic
societies and some of the more important educational
societies of India, and I am now in a position to reply to
you on the points on which you consulted me.

It was a noble thought of yours to propose sending
an Egyptian mission to India. For Islam in India moves
on with hastening footsteps. And I have no doubt that
the embracing of Islam by the outcastes will be an
exceptional opportunity in Indian history and one with a
great influence on the future history of Islam
throughout Asia. It is not only outcasies who are
entering Islam; there is also a movement, even if it is
slow, on the part of the higher ranks of Indian society.
No doubt vou read in the Indian newspapers that the
son of Mahatma Gandhi has actually become a Muslim.
Never a week passes but some member of the higher
castes of India enters Islam in some Indian mosque.

It is very clear to me that a gredt opportuniy is
before Islam in India. And it seems as if this
opportunity is calling out hitheto undreamed of powers
in the Indian Muslim community.



¥

As for the matter of the outcastes, there is one
hindrance almost impossible to overcome, which is that
the greater number of these outcastes live in the south
of India and speak six different languages, none of
which are really capable of -expressing the highest
religious . thought. Hence your Reverence will
understand the difficulty of finding interpreters able to
pass on the massage of your delegation in the language
of the outcastes. So far, our Indian Islamic societies
have not found a solution for this problem, and it would
of course be impossible to make a success of
evangelistic work except through the help of our Indian
Muslim societies.

I have taken the advice of two of the largest Islamic
societies in India, who assured me that they would do
everything in their power to help such a mission from
the Azhar, but this does not dispel the difficulty I have
already explained.

My opinion, then , is that the visit of an Egyptian
- mission to India would be beneficial to the Islamic
movement in India, and would quicken the activities of
Muslim societies in this land, and would reveal to the
higher classes the true spiritual brotherhood of
Muslims, and the spread of Islam into all parts of the
world.  If in spite of the difficulties which 1 have
mentioned, you still think of sending a mission to India,
I should like to make the following proposals :-

1. The mission must consist of ‘ulama who are well
informed and able to set forth Islam in the light of
modern ideas and modern experience. They must have
information and figures showing how Islam has raised
the pagans of Africa to a civilized status.

2. It is necessary that during their stay in India and
their travels in the country the mission should live in a
manner which benefits the good reputation of the
Muslims in Egypt.

£
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3. Itis necessary that secretary should be attached
to mission who would secure invitations for 1ts work in
different Muslim towns.

4. On its return to Egypt the mission should take
with it a number of young converts to Isilam from the
outcastes to be trained in the Azhar, and to spend
sufficient time there to become  really capable
exponents of Islamic life and thought, thus fulfilling the
saying of the converts of old, ‘I was once a Kurd, now I
am an Arab’. These, as you will have perceived, will he
leaders in Islamic societies on their return to India, as
we have seen in the case of non-Islamic societies.

5. I consider that it would be wise before the .
mission leaves Egypt to get into touch with Maulvi'
Sayyid Ghulam Bheek Nairang the lawyer in the city of
Anbala. He is a member of the Indian parliament and
secretary of the principal Islamic society of India, and
has written to me that he is willing to help the mission
to the best of his ability.

It is not necessary for me to tell you that if you da
- send a mission to India they will have a warm welcome
from their Indian Muslim brothers. - The Muslim
community everywhere, as your Reverence knows, is
waking up to. the spiritual brotherhood which
distinguishes Islam. The Muslims of India are deeply
concerned to bring the ourcastes into Islam and are
tound by the orders of their religion to do so. Alas, the
rich among them, unfortunately, for various reasons

which I need not specify, care very little for the affairs
of Islam.
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«2" ... But religion is not like ‘a house 6f a cloak which
can be changed at will. It is more an integral part of
one’s self than of one’s body. » -
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