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"A discovery of great interest to Mohamedans has been made by
L Father H. Hosten, S.).. of St. Xavier’s (‘ullcg.e. who believes he is
on the right track to prove that Akbar, emperor of India from 1542-
1608, had a Christian wife, an Armenian by the name of Maryam
Zamuni Begam. A large number of questions urve consequently
involved, the most important being whether she was the mother of

the Emperor Jahangir who succeeded AKbar, for Jahangir called




9!

his mother Maryam Zamani. Was she also the mother of Akbar’s
third son, Prince Danyal, bron in 1572, considering that his mother
is called Bibi Maryam? Was she the Maryam Zamani, whose bones
are interred in the Rauza Maryam at Agra, opposite Akbar’s tomh?
Perhaps one of the most serious ditticulties which Father
H. Hosten feels in establishing the identity of an Armenian lady
with the mother of Emperor Jahangir is that a mosque was built at
Lahore in the year 1614, and bezan an inscription to the effect that
the builder was Maryam Zamani Bibi. Did then, Maryam Zamani
Begam, as the Armeniah, was called, become Mohammedanized or
are we sure that the inscription at Lahore refers to the Maryam

. . 0 N . .
Zamani who until now was considered to be Jahangir's mother?

As 50 many important issues are Involved, Father Hosten
is engaged in a careful preparation of a paper for the next meeting
of the Asiatic Society, on the first Wednesday of September, when
he will express his views on the subject. Mohammedans intersted
will not leave his statements unchallenged, and if members gppear
fully prepared for discussion, a most interesting meeting of the
Society mn;ybe looked forward te.”
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"The note is by a reporter of the "Englishman®, who
interviewed me. | dictated the notes to him and told him not to
change a word. Every change would be a mistake. And so it was: 5

mistakes and serious ones."
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