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It is fact that the orientalists could not get any serious success in
their herious aims even by inserting their best efforts, but still, they
are busy constantly conspiring against Islam and the Islamic world.
Especially, the orientalists are criticising "Jihad" by different ways
because they think that the Muslim world is on the way to occupy the
whole world through "Armed Jihad". The same has been opined by
Bernard Lewis. To him, "Jihad" is only the name of an "Armed
Struggle", whereas, "Crusade" has been sewing the humanity. Instead
of war and bloodshed. Here the self-deceptive thoughts of Bernard
Lewis have been analysed and humble scenario of the crulities of
crusade forces has been presented in the same background and
current age. In fact, millions of innocent common masses including
women and children were killed by fatal weapons. In this regard, not
only the international human rights have been violated, but also, a
number of Islamic States were involved in blood-shed, hatred, murder
and terrorism by force. On its contrary, no aggressive step has been
taken against any religion, civilization, state on minority by any Islamic
state and it is only due to Islamic teaching and values. Despite all this,
it is quite irrational and strange that Jihad is being criticised and
inhuman crusade passions are encouraged and appreciated. So to pen
off, it can be said without any doubt that crusade armed forces are
constantly busy to demolish the Islamic world even today like the past.
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"For most of fourteen centuries of recorded Muslim history,
jihad was most commonly interpreted to mean amred struggle
for the defense or advancement of Muslim power. In Muslim
tradition, the world is divided into two houses: the House of
Islam (Dar al-Islam), in which Muslim governments rule and
Muslim law prevails, and the House of War (Dar al-Harb), the rest
of the world,
still inhabited and, more important, ruled by infidels. The
presumption is that the duty of jihad will continue, interrupted
only by truces, until all the world either adopts the Muslim faith
or submits to Muslim rule. Those who fight in the jihad qualify for

rewards in both worlds__booty in this one, paradise in the
next".(1)
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"Jihad is present from the beginning of Islamic history __ in
scripture, in the life of the Prophet, and in the actions of his
companions and immediate successors. It has continued

throughout Islamic history and retains its appeal to the present
day".(")
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"The word crusade derives of course from the cross and
originally denoted a holy war for Christianity. But in the Christian
world it has long since lost that meaning and is used in the
general sense of a morally driven campaign for a good cause.
One may wage a crusade for the environment, for clean water,
for better social services, for women's rights, and for a whole
range of other causes. The one context in which the word crusade
is not used nowadays is precisely the original religious one. Jihad
too is used in a variety of senses, but unlike crusade it has
retained its original, primary meaning".(*)
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"Until relatively recently I was myself rather confused the

Crusade.... I was also aware that the Crusaders committed

violent atrocities against many thousands of innocent Muslims
and Jews and this seemed wicked and perverse. Yet I also noticed
how frequently we used the word "Crusade" in a positive context.
We often talk about Crusade against poverty or injustice.... We
would all condemn the cruelty of the Crusaders out of hand but
paradoxically we call campaign of principle a "Crusade".(")
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"On September 11, 2001, in an attack that changed the world
forever, ... president George W. Bush explained that this would

not be a war against Islam.... But it was perhaps unfortunate that
he called his riposte a Crusade". (&)
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"Since the destruction of the World Trade Center on
September 11, 2001, members of the Christian Right in the
United States and some sectors of the Western media have
continued this tradition of hostility that Muhammad was
irredeemably addicted to war. Some have gone so far as to claim
that he was a terrorist and a pedophil".()
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"We can no longer afford to indulge this type of bigotry,

because it is a gift to extremists who can use such statement to

"prove" that the Western World is indeed engaged on a new

Crusade against the Islamic World. Muhammad was not a man of

violence. We must approach his life in a balanced way, in order to

appreciate his considerable achievements. To cultivate an
inaccurate prejudice damages the tolerance, liberality, and
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compassion that are supposed the characterize Western

culture".(<.i)
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The underlying problem for the West is not Islamic

fundamentalism. It is a Islam, a different civilization whose
people are convinced of the superiority of their culture. (<.ii)
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"It is new over a millennium since pope urban II called the
first crusade in 1095. But the hasted and suspicion that his
expedition unleashed still reverberates, never more so than on
September 11, 2001 and during the terrible days that followed. It
is tragic that our holy wars continue. (I+)
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"The primary meaning of Jihad, which we hear so often today

is not "holy War" but the "effort" or "struggle" necessary to put
the Will of God in to practice. Muslims are exhorted to strive in
this endeavor on all fronts: intellectual, social, economic,
spiritual, and domestic. Some times they would have to fight, but
this was not their chief duty. On their way home from Badr,
Muhammad uttered an important and oft-quoted maxim: "We are
returning from the Lesser Jihad (the battle) and going to the
Greater Jihad, "_
difficult struggle to reform their own society and their own
hearts" (r2)
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"Even in war, Muslims abjure the savage customs of the

_ the immeasurably more important and
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"Islam does not justify a total aggressive war of
extermination, as the Torah does in the first five books of the
Bible. A More realistic religion than Christianity, Islam recognizes
that war is inevitable and sometimes a positive duty in order to
end oppression and suffering. The Koran teaches that war must
be limited and be conducted in as human a way as possible" (9)
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"Mohammad had to fight not only the Meccans but also the
Jewish tribes in the area and Christian tribes in Syria who
planned an offensive against him in alliance with the Jews. Yet
this did not make Mohammad denounce the People of the Book.
His Muslims were forced to defend themselves but they were not
fighting a "holy war" against the religion of their enemies. When
Mohammad sent his freedman Zaid against the Christians at the
head of a Muslim army, he told them to fight in the cause of God
bravely but humanely. They must not molest priests, monks and
nuns nor the weak and helpless people who were unable to fight.
There must be no massacre of civilians nor should they cut down
a single tree or pull down any building. This was very different
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There were no "holy wars" in Christianity however, untile pope

Urban summoned the First crusade" (#Y)
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"It is obvious that the Muslim ideal of holy war is very

different from the Crusade: it is essentially defensive whereas the

Crusaders, like the Jewish holy warriors, had made a holy

initiative when they attacked the enemies of God and his chosen

people. For the first time Muslims had declared war on the people

of the west, and in our own day Muslim leaders have argued like

Nur ad-Din that it is an Islamic duty to fight against what they

see as a new western aggression."("z)
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