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Democracy in Chaos
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(Analysis of the Modern Political View)

The real democracy is a goal to be achieved as yet. Its remarkable
achievements after the age of enlightenment have blessed only the First
World and the third world is in a chaos in this regard. Either they have
not been able to flourish democracy or the democracy itself has
disguised its manifestations.

The failure of liberal democracy on large scale raises the question that
whether democracy is possible. The controversy about its clear-cut
definition aggravates to the extent that democracy in the meaning of
"the rule of people" is technically impossible.

The remedy has been sought out in the form of Indirect Democracy
inspite of the fact that sovereignty can not be represented. Moreover,
due to the financial and technical implications of electoral system, it has
become unaffordable for the poor nations.

This is how the democracy is linked with capitalism and is suspected to
be Western agehda with its imperialistic designs. The modern media has
added oil to the fire: it influences public opinion through different
techniques and one can not claim that one's opinion is one's own.

In addition, the certain pre-requisites for democracy, make it a singing
bird of the spring season only. Under these conditions, the modern
western political discourse has questioned the validity and ideological
soundness of democratic theory of politics. It is need of the hour that
the same view to be reviewed.
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Aform of governmentwhich s conducted for the benefit of
the poor rather than in the public interest.(12)
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Democracy ( Madina Jamia'iya) is marked by the freedom of

its citizens to do as they please.(18)
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Democracy...like liberty , equality and justice...is hard to define ...itis a
symbol that stands for certain myths, independent of objective
content..(19)
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Democracy rests on a beliefin the fundamenal dignity and importance

of the individual , in the essential equality of human beings, and in the
need forfreedom.(22)
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Direct democracy requires relative equality of all participants, a key
condition of which is minimal economic and social differentation.(23)
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The society should be reasonably democraticin its social attitudes.(24)
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Democracy was notyet a faith, not an ideology, not an ethic, it was still
atechnical term of political science .(26)
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Democracy is the world's new universal religion. (28)
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Democratic Practice throws adarklight on democratictheory.(29)
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Liberal political dectrines effectively restrict freedom to a minority of

the population.(32)
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No truedemocracy has everexisted noreverwill.(33)
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Sovereignty can notbe represented.(35)
u'ﬂc. g/ﬂﬁd»:"? Solx J‘b}:q/}r‘f Y1V J/_b, ,uy»f < ,:.,Jb/‘ 1]
e %.)J’}s’é{./){"?g}l’[cc/)?‘? B}//VJIQ:/G,J!:',J/‘L- e d;(--‘L ;JJ?:C




(229 4SS A e ~ rl e glill

M2 REEL NS U ot S e s o g
U bt LI S e g T2

WSy e oK S (/' i (Representative Democracy)es %0451
LA o S e U B L e B B8 - A b
(- st

B TGS ool 32 in o 6L FEus2rif Do
AUV g L e ebiprioch b foSe o3P s L
Ut WA 3b (S sttt LI Al P S S e
& LIPL bl AP tee iU LS e brn V6 AP
e B P adls 23U by 32Ut Us Pl b U
wl L E f TIPS Qe sKeBit Sl
Yo

Ul st B2y 328 Ps g s S ot cenle g o (Mar) ALY
(re)-c- st P35 L edb S8 o i P S f v

Gobus! J"{dgtc. };Uu’l(c/ﬁj),, cf.L(lfmz Uy AS VY1V

;«»/M:Bzﬁﬁ‘@.é;gﬁlgérw}u’yf[{_ VoLl M!ﬂ)agfguyb{l
S P S8 I L i S it LSS e
?;:«/Vu’l_/u'i_ﬁ(l& ey S u Glgozccwyﬁtfuﬁlg_ng%u#lm
LT LL S e Mgt 2 U e B S e S

& Le byr b s Gk mf‘ AUt Sloass Sosl. )ﬁiuﬁ&vﬁ
ST L Yl flo Ut o@aﬁ‘ufc./‘wceuf(”&gutwﬁ
LenLs fomtplc Wze 16 K ei Jubm J6 1t tlnls S35
03 uu'ﬁéj..f_ui;»; J(’; anfbr ;lg.w-‘gétgna,/‘i@;)umff

- Jﬁ.v;ﬁ‘




(230 IS A e ot aga .abill

J3) (Plato)e# 18! (Thucydides) 413 J,:“?q/é’ wLdty £0S U
& & Soplioar il t§ I FSISE Uy 172 h 2 (Aristotle) 1
SeE e do§pF ey (ML Sedgferf) )
JC/’G:_,Q/,IJ!JWM;GR/TJLEJLJlﬁlrl/f;. S8t Ser® s
el POy AT it bl Aok Bt L (Anarchy) 8155 s
_&sp g SIRAPL Lo Su I o A a el ESan rELL
g Ll L Sao ) 2 IS < laf(Michael Stewart) ;«/);LJ?, {
(bLuﬁ})‘ﬂuﬁdep;ﬁﬂCQ tndb?fiéuﬁfrﬁﬁrl}wru
() o Gt 6 a2
;?;«la??ugb?ln&;“a__)@;}/ulru.‘;’(u"ﬂw&ﬂﬁqzﬁéo/’;cﬂ
U b i A P ST S 2K S i e
U U2t fonstile S $ L ST L Ji1 ber Sl o i
S Bnptre P S AU T e e Y

Demacracy is like the 'market place',an institutional mechanism toweed

out the weakest and establish those who are most competent in the
competiti ve struggle forvotes and power.(40)
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Also sce: James Macgregor,Jack Walter, Government by the People (New
York-1953) p:33,34
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Political thought begins with the Greeks. Barker, Greek Political Theory,P:30-32
Democracy, We must remember, was the name of a type of political regime first
durably established in the Greek City-State of Athens by the aristocrat
Kleisthenesin 508/707Bc.
Keith, The Battle of Democracy, P:1
7- For the meaning of word { Demarchy} see:
Brian Martin, Democracy without Election, Social Anarchism (1995-96) Number: 21, pp:
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9- Aristotle, Politics (trans:Benjamin Jowett (New York-1943) Book :3, Ch:7, p:139
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10- John Dunn, Democracy-The unfinished Journey (Oxford University Press-1989)
p:59
11- Aristotle, Politics,Loc.Cit., George H. Sabine,A History of Political Theory

(Japan-1981) p: 110
12- John Dunn,Op.Cit,Loc.Cit. Norberto Bobbio ,Democracy and Dictatorship
(Translated by Peter Kennealy, Plity Press-1987) p:140
13,14-  htip://dictionary.reference.com/browse/republic, retrieved 20 August 2009,
Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of
Law, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/republic, retrieved 20 August 2609
15- http://www.constitution.org, on 04-12-2009
16- http://www britanica.com, & .oll.libertyfund.org, retricved on 04 December 2009
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/republic polity. (2009).Retrieved
December S, 2009,
Also see for Plato's views: Strauss, Leo, 'Pl-ato' History of Political Philosophy 3rd

ed. University Of Chicago Press: Chicago, p. 34-68 1987.
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18- Erwin J. Roscenthal, Political Thought In Medieval Islam (Cambridge University
Press, 1958) p:136.
Also sec: Badger, English.Arabic Lexicon p:223

19- Macgregor and Walter, Ibid. Loc. Cit

20- Carl Becker, Modern Deinocracy (New York-1941) p:4

Robert Dahl, Democracy And lts Critics (Yale University-1989) p:2
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We characteristically live, then,in an age of confused democracy. That'democracy’
Obtains several meanings, is something we can live with. But i "democracy"can
mean just anything, that is too much.
Giovanni Sartori, The Theory of Democracy Revisited (Ncw Jersy-1987) p:6
Modern Forms of Government, p:199
11.J.Laski,An Introduction To Politics (fondon-1934) p:48
David Held, Models of Democracy,(Camberidge-1987).p: 158
John Burheim, Is Democracy Possible? , p: 156
H.J.Laski,An Introduction To Politics (london-1934) p: 52
Dunn, Democracy, p:59
Graem Duncan, Democratic Theory And Practice, (Cambridge University Press -
1983, Ist Edition)p: 13
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So broad is respect for democracy that it has come {o be taken for granted, its
virtues are seldom questioned and its vices rarely exposed.
Andrew Hewood, Poliltical ldeas & Concepts, (London-1998), p: 171
Graem Duncan, Democratic Theory And Praclice, (Cambridge University Press -
1983, 1st Ldition)p:13,
Jack Lively, Democracy, (Oxford-1975.) p: 9
David Held, Models of Democracy, (Camberidge-1987).p: 122
Noberto Bobio, The Future ol Democracy, p:16
Noberto Bobio, Democracy And Dictatorship (Tt. Peter Kannealy) p:152
Even Rosseeu was convinced thai a real democracy has never existed because it
required, among other conditions. the existence of a small state, in which every

citizen could easily get to know all the others.
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Sec: Bobio, The Future of Democracy. p: 130

Noberio Bobio, Democracy And Dictatorship (Tr. Peter Kannealy) p: 152

David Held considers it a shameful and mistaken deviation from the original idca
of government by the people, for the people and through the pepeople.

Sec: Models of Democracy, (Camberidge-1987).p: 130

Jack Lively refers to Karl Marx saying that:Parliaments create inacceptabe barriers
between the ruled and their representatives. Democracy, (Oxford-1975.) p: 62
John Burheim, Is Democracy Possible? , p: 152

Duncan writes: They found Athenian democracy, both in theory and in practice, to
be vengeful, impolitc in war and pcace, unstable and mcan spirited in its internal
afTairs.

Democratic Theory And  Practice, p: 3

Michael Stewart, Modern Forms of Government (London-1959) p: 56

John Burheim, Is Democracy Possible? , p: 156



