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Jami'a al-Azhar is one of the oldest and renowned educational institutions of
the Muslim World formed in the year 361 AH/972 CE in Cairo during the
Fatmid's dynasty. In the eleventh century, the Ottoman Empire gave the
institution highest religious status and the authority to give opinions and issue
Fatawa (religious directives). Up till today, fourty-five religious scholars
belonging to different schools of thought have been honoured with the
highest status of Shaykh al-Azhar. The manifesto of this institution was
propagation of Islam and guidance to the public without any prejudice.

This article aims to historically analyse the methodology adopted by al-Azhar
for issuing Fatawa. The article discusses the historical evolution of Fatawa
issued from 1885 till date. The article specifically highlights the developments
in the issuance of Fatawa undertaking the contemporary issues of the Muslim
Ummah keeping in view the principle objective of promoting peace and
harmony among the Muslims around the world.

The prominent feature of the Azhari Fatawa is that they were not only
derived from the fundamentals of Qur'an and Sunnah but also addressed the
emerging religious, social, economic and political needs of the people in light of

the changing world scenario.
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