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'WHY COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
RELIGIONS IS IMPORTANT?

Dr. Tahira Basharat *
In this global age work in the field of comparative religions has
become the most urgent. As religion is the ground from which the
identity of persons, cultures and civilizations emerges, it is
impossible to relate across peoples and civilizations unless the
religious grounds upon which others build their lives is deeply and
positively appreciated. . Because of the role of the religion in human
culture, the study of religion can become the study of humanity
itself. The study of comparative religon helps you to learn how to
think critically, listen empathetically, speak thoughtfully, and write
clearly—ali skills that will be of great use no matter what you do.
This paper highlights the significance of study comparative religion
and its necessity in contemporary world. The current world and
especially our country is in dire need of understanding the
differences in people belonging to other sects and religion and
creating a tolerant attitude and find a commonality to enhance the
relationships and outlook towards life,

INTRODUCTION
Religion is a powerful and dynamic force in shaping cultures and
complex civilization. Religion can be defined as the human notions

regarding the sacred, numinous, spiritual and divine. It is said to

be a phenomenon essentially related to providing the answers to a
number of basic questions about life, the destiny of man and the
universe. It also caters to some deep-rooted needs of human nature.
These needs, which become cravings for sensitive souls, comprise
discovering the ultimate meaning of life and finding security and

relief in the face of the transience, suffering and death.
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These standards provide evidence that this discourse is a
sign of distinction of Islam. No tradition is acceptable without
these standards. Neither the orthodox literature of philosophy and
history nor the modern research methodologies of natural, physical
or biological sciences, postmodern world of communication skills
and large range of technology can provide precedent of this
research methodology. [f I.adith is not reliable after these
measures and the narrators of Hadith are not trustworthy even after
been assessed by these criteria, the word reliable should be
removed from our literature and dictionaries.

E Future Work:

After having knowledge about this paradigm of research
methodology in ‘Ilm Hadith, we are feeling a need of other
dimensions of the research methodology in ‘1lm Hadith especially
contemporary research methodology in ‘llm Hadith.

Cpalall oy aaadt o UGl ge s Al

"Early development of criticism of narrators has been discussed in our article
“Criticism of Narrators of Hadith -A prelude” see Al Qalam: V 14: ssue 14
(December 2009)
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Thiqgah,
I, . | thigah/Thabt
oo Hadar | AWNA | rhaby/Thiqa | Shaikh/ltibar
5 h Hafiz/* Adl
Dabit
i Thiqah/Mutqin/ Sadu
Sav [ " q/Mehelluh
SayutiJal |-y | L@ yasalu , Hujjah/ uAlSidg/La | Shaikh
aluddin anhu AdiHafiz/ Basa Bihi
Dabit
C Rassnks of Jarh
(Ascending Order: 1=Less Feeble)
Ibn Abi Matruk/Dh
Hatim / Lin Lisa Bi Da'if/Mudta ahib Al
Khtib Qawi rab Hadith/Ka
Baghdadi dhab
Laisa
1ba Al R Laisa A Da‘if
Salah Lin bidhak bigawi | v dtarab | MAtruk
: aktubu
Laisa Dhahib/Mu | Wada*/
Abu Zur’a | Da‘if/ Laisa PP Da‘if ,
Razi Bidhaka qun: i/Li Munkar tlahahni)/“n Mus)tde
Laisa Dajjal/
Dhahabi | BigawiMaq | Munkar | M*"0PM | Mugaham | Kadhab
al - am \Wada*
sy Matruk/Ka
Bukhari | LVYaKtb |y carib dhab/
v Wada*
Dajjal/Ka | Akdhab/Mu
Ibn Ilajar | Lin/Magal | dhab/\WWad ntha
a' Alkidhb

D Conclusion:

The above discussion was divided into two parts, in part one we

presented the methodology in the developed era of ‘Ilm Jarh wa'Al
Ta‘dil.We started our discussion with the books on ‘llm Jarh wa Al
T*dil written in fourth century and different methodologies were
adopted in compilation of these books. In the result of compilation
of books, different terminologies and standards were maintained
and the narrators of Hadith were accepted or rejected with different
ranks according to their reliability or unreliability respectively.
These standards developed a unique research methodology in ‘[Im
Hadith.
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(d.233), and Yahya b. Said al-Qattan (d.198 H) were
strict in their assessment of the reliability of narrators,
others like Abu °‘Isa al-Tirmidhi and Al Hakim al
Nishapuri (d. 405SH) were not so strict, while Ahmad b.
Hanbal(d.241), Al Bukhari (d.256) and Muslim (d. 261)
were considered to be moderate.

We will present now two charts one of them will be about the
_standards of Ta‘dil while the other will consist of standards of Jarh.
With the help of forth coming charts our readers would be
acquainted of the fact that when a critic using a particular word for
the transmitter, what status of reliability been given to that
transmitter. Consequently the chart of standards of Jarh would
provide evidence about the unreliability of a narrator of a Hadith
and its’ status as a narrator. All the Traditionists did care for these
standards before accepting or rejecting a narrator of Hadith.

B Ranks of Ta‘dil
' (Descending Order: 1=Most Significant)

! .R'zmci‘?; Rank:1 Rank:2 Rank:3 Rank:4 Rank:5
Yahyab. | Thigah | La Basa bihi | Sadug/Mamu
Ma‘in n/Khair
.bn Abi *Adil/ | Saduq Salih Al
| Hatim Hafiz Hadith
Bukhari/ Salih Al
Khtib Thiaah/ Hadith
Baghdadi M:t];in Sadug Saikh /Y aktubu/
Lin Al Hadith
/Laisa Bigawi
) : Thabt, : Mehelluhu Al
Thabt Hadith /Salih Al
ad b. Hafiy | Bibi Hadith /Shaikh
Ahmad b. | Thabt, 3::::/?::&]:
Uthman -::;::‘:‘/ Hadith /Swailih

L. ....1thiqsh
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on Tradition is based
Saqit Deteriorated il
Sayi Al Hifz 11 Sustainer Laiad) o
Shaikh Gentleman gl |
Suwailih Not too Substantial e
Ta‘n Impeach ool
Tabgah Generation 4k
Tad‘if Enfeeblement e
Tafarrud Solitude in his narration 33
Tajhamu To Regard With Displeasure pes
Talammadha Become a Student/Apprentice ki
Taliin Softening ' ol
Tathabbut Confirmation S
Thabt Reliable —
Thiqah Trustworthy s
Tilmidh Tawil Al | Boarder/Internal student Jagh 2l
Mulazimah Ll |
Wadda‘ Fabricator glaay
| Wahi Weak/Feeble r)
Wahm Conjecture [
War¢ Careful Es
Wast To Choose or appoint as duy
mediator
Yad‘u He Fabricates Hadith oy
Yakdhibu He Tells a Lie Sy
Yaktubu He Writes/He Keeps Record iy
Yanzuru He looks/Reads kb
Yaqtadi Pursuant to e
| Yasrequ Embezzle/Pilfer B

The above-mentioned term chart consists of the terms been
used in ‘Ilm Jarh wa Al Ta‘dil to accept the narrators or otherwise.
We will be able to be aware of correct accent of the terms and their
meanings by this chart. These terms form the standards of criticism
in ‘Ilm Hadith. Critics made appraisal of the narrators of Hadith
according to their standards Kamali (2002:115) very rightly says:

The ‘ulama are not unanimous in their assessment of the
character and qualifications of the transmitters of
Hadith. While some scholars like Yahya b. Ma‘in
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Tradition/Chain of Authorities

Matruh Cast Down 3
Matruk Abandoned - g fia
Mawaddah Friendship 1 ga
Mubtadi* Innovator g i
‘Mudallas Counterfeit i
Mudallis Counterfeit/ Deceit ol
Mudtarab Confused hiae
Muhajir ‘ The Maccans who emigrated sales

with Holy Prophet (S.A.W)to

Madina
Mubhtafiz Cautious/Alert Lailae
Mukhtalat Mixed Llisa
Munkar Indeterminate Sia
Muntaha Highest Degree (iie
Muntha Al Kidhb | Highest Degree in Deceit N
Mugarib Almost Equal ol
Mutashye* Partisan e
Mutayaqiz Awake/Vigilant L
Mutmasik Cohesive lulaia
Mutqin God fearing Oiie
Muttaham Accused pgie
Muttagi Pious e
Muttasil Persistent/Continued Joale
Naqd Criticism/Critical Comment or e

Remark
Nazar Minor Objection b
Qawi Vigorous g
Radd [rrefutable )
Rami Accused )
Rawi Transmitter/Narrator @3
Rukn Al Kidhb Stake of Deceit ol oS
Sadugq Truthful/Sincere Bydea
Safih Silly A
Sahib Al Hawa Dissenters 3 cala
Sahih Sound/Authentic T
Salih Substantial s
Sanad Ascription of Islamic s
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Thrown

Imam Al Hadith | Master of Hadith Cyaall ol
Imam Al'Sunnah | Master of Sayings and Doings of ol
The Holy Prophet (S.A.W)
Irja Hoping For ela
Irmi A Feeling which Lay Far Behind ¢
Him
Jayyid Outstanding U
Jihalat Ignorance A
Kadhab Untruthful s
Khalf Successor <ls
Khi iar Elite e
La Basa bihi There is no objection to it AT
| La yuhtajju bihi Not authoritative Qg Y
La yu‘tabaru bihi | Not Considerable Ay ey Y
Laisa Bidhalika | Not So Al
Laisa Bigawi Not Vigorous g o
Lin To be or become soft/Gentle O
M‘adan Al Kidhb | Treasure of Deceit oSl (e
Mabsut Well —to-do s guuss
Majhul Unknown Jsene
Makhrum Al Not Comprising all Knightly 334l p g yha
Muruwah Virtues
Mamun Harmless Usala
Manb‘Al Kidhb | Source of Deceit QXSH aia
Magqal Objection/Contention Jiis
Magqbul Acceptable/Satisfactory Jsda
Marda Means affording e
Satisfaction/Gratification
Mardud Yield I3 e
Maris Experienced e
Mastur Hidden D yinua
Mat‘un Cursed U yrdaa
Matan Text/Annotation (of Tradition) (fa
as Distinguished from the Sanad
Matin Firm/Strong (e
Matrah Place Where Something is T e
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[‘Adl | Faimness e
‘Aib Blemish o e
‘Umdah Distinguished o
A’lam Having More Knowledge plel
Absar Eye Intelligence e
Adbat ‘| Man of Great Apprehension —
Adna Of Less Significance o
Ahl Al Hawa Dissenters gl B
Akdhab Greater Impostor/Liar sl
Al Asma Names elanyl
Al I‘tibar Subjective Approach o eyl
Al Jarh To Declare Unreliable gl
Al Kuna Agnomen(Consisting of Abu or S

Umm Followed by the name of

Son
Al Nasb Monument caill
Al Qadr Value sl
Al Ta‘dil To declare Honest il
Ansar Adherents: The Madina el

Followers of Holy Prophet

(S.A.W)who Granted him

Refuge after Hijra
Athbat More Reliable/To be Very Firm <l

of Character and Courageous
Auham Conjectures gyl
Authaq Stronger/Firmer S
Baligh Matured My
Batl - To be Abolished Sy
Da’f Feebleness i
Da‘if Feeble g
Dabit A man of Apprehension bl
Dabt Apprehension/Accuracy iy
Dajjal Quack Ja
Hafiz Who Sustain/Vindicate The Lila

Tradition
Halik Irredeemable <lila
Hasan Approved [
Hujjah Authoritative LHa
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unreliable and this criticism been narrated to us
with a reliable source and with ‘the reason of
incredibility of narrator. However criticism on a
narrator who is unknown ( Js+>4) to usis
acceptable even without the detail of
incredibility.

Before making a judgment about a narrator, we
have to go deep to appraise that what he means by
the term he used for a narrator.

If any narrator has been called feeble in narrating
the Hadith of a particular traditionist, the
narrations transmitted by him from the other
scholars will not been called feeble.*

e There is no saying that Ibn Hajar has provided the
abstract of thoughts of about all renowned
personalities of ‘Ilm Jarh Wa T*dil.
Part 2

A Term chart of Al Jarh and T dil
Original English Translation Original
Terminology Terminology
(Transliteration) (Arabic )
‘Adad Measured o e
‘Adala Integrity e

} There are different terminologies have been used for

reliability of a
and ranks as

narrator or otherwise in different meanings
you will perceive in the Tem Chart and

Standards’ table in coming pages .

4 If we see the

methodology of critics of early centuries, like

Yahya b. Said al Qattan,’Ali b. Al Madini,Ma’mar b. Rashid etc

we can perceive

that while discussing any narrator’s creditability,

they comment that he is not reliable in narrating of Hadith of a

specific scholar.

Ibn Hajar while expressing his methodology, says

that this narrator would not be called unreliable in all Hadith
narrated by him from the other teachers.
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He managed new research methodologies in the light of the
thoughts of his predecessors and many of the terms for assessment
of the narrators of Hadith.

We will discuss his methodology in the light of two of his
books named,
Tahdhib Al Tahdhib and Lisan Al Mizan.

Methodology of Ibn Hajar

The salient features of Ibn Hajar’s methodology are as under:

e His first book has been compiled in first category
and in type one while the second one falls in type
three?

o Tahdhib consists of twelve volumes. These
volumes deal with 8461 narrators and their
biographical details while Lisan consists of eight
volumes and 8004 biographies with the opinions
of different critics about the narrators of Hadith.

e According to the opinion of Ibn Hajar, a narrator
is reliable until any critic has considered him

? Books written exclusively on critical appraisal consist
of four types:

» Biographies: Some books written on biographies of
narrators in general despite of narrator is trustworthy
or otherwise.

» Biographies of Trustworthy Narrators: The second
type of books consists of the biographies of only
trustworthy narrators.

» Biographies of Non- trustworthy Narrators: In this
type of books biographies of only non-trustworthy
narrators were included.

» Technical Biographies: In this type of
critical appraisal, books were written on
Identification of names of narrators and their

patronymic (Kunniyat) and these books are
called books on (A gelaw ) 43 ya4)
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The last mentioned two books are very popular in ‘Ilm
Jarh Wa Ta‘dil.

Methodology of Dhahabi:
We will be limited to last mentioned two books to describe
Dhahabi’s methodology.

e He distributed the biographies in his book Tadhkirah
into Tabaqat (Generations) and divided the traditionists
into 21 Tabaqat.

e Author has provided 1176 biographies of the
traditionists.

¢ He started his book with biographies of Sahabah and
Tabi‘in.

e He incorporated the opinions of all distinguished critics
of the narrators of Hadith.

e He considers the transmitters whom reliability is
narrated unanimously on the highest significant rank
while the traditionist whom reliability is differential,
measured less significant by Dhahabi'

(3)Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar ‘Asqalani (D: 852
A.H/1447 A.D)

Ibn Hajar was born in Sha‘ban 773 A.H in a village named
‘Asqalan situated on the bank of river Nil. He completed the
memorization of the Holy Quran when he was nine years old. In
793 A.H, he diverted his attention towards ‘Elm Hadith and
travelled to Egypt, Hijaz, Yaman, and Damascus Where he was
educated by more than six hundred luminaries.

Ibn Hajar has compiled many of the books the number of
his compiled research exceeds from figure of 150.His books are
remarkable milestones in the research methodology in ‘llim Hadith.

' Abu ‘Abdurrahman Muhammad Al thani compiled a research
thesis on the methodology of Dhahabi entiteled:Dawabit Al Jarh
wa Al T'dil ‘Inda Al Hafiz Dhahabi and presented it to Jamiah
[slamiah Madinah Munawrah.the Thesis has been published by
Majallah Al Hikmah Leeds, Uk in 2000.
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discourse. According to A‘zami (1977: 57) Khatib mtroduces a
new methodology in criticism in Hadith. He says:

All the statements come under three categories. One of
them is known as erroneous. The cause of this
knowledge is that ‘Aql (wisdom) refuses to accept it.

I have tried to give a broad outline of the methodology
of Hadith criticism, avoiding technical language as far
as it was possible. One may say that it is only glimpse
and no more. But I do hope that it will help a non—
specialist who wants to know something about the
method of criticism™. (Khatib,1357:17)

When ‘lim Jarh Wa Ta‘dil approaches the 8" century, it
comes to an apex position. Here we found the name of top ranking
personality in this discourse named:

(2)Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Uthman
Al Dhahabi

(D: 748A.H/1347A.H). The most eminent scholar of
Hadith of this age like Ahmad b. Hibah Allanh, b.
‘Asakir, Ibn Dagiq Al ‘Eid and Yusuf b. Ahmad
Qamuli were the teachers of Dhahabi. He is the author
of about 65 books. The following milestones in this
century took place by him:

A. Al Nubala Fi Shuyukh Al Sunnah
Tabaqat Al Huffaz

Tabaqat Mashahir Al Qurra
Siyar al Nubala

Al Tahrir fi Asma al Sahabah
Mushtabah Al Nisbah

Al Muntaqa Fi Mughni Al Du‘afa
Tadhkirah Al Huffaz

Mizan Al I‘tidal

R ommY 0w
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Al JarH is an adjective when a narrator or witness suffers an
allegation, he becomes unreliable and his news will not be valid for
any action.
According to Abu ‘Abdurrahman (2000:20) Hafiz Dhahabi defines
AL Ta‘dil:

gl g s iy Ly (5 51 M ey

Quility of narrator which enables. his narration to be
accepted

Diaurrahman ‘Azami (1424:47) a well-known contemporary

scholar of Hadith very well said and defined Al Jarh:

piia ()9S g aeitae Jaid Leda Y Al Cunall 81 ) ol o Ly o
calaall alae

Description of faults of narrators of Hadith by which
faults narrators lose their credibility and their traditions
become feeble.

It is a matter of fact that some symbols of criticism of
narrators were seen in early age of Islam but the term of Jarh and

Ta‘dil were not visible. We will discuss in this writing the
developed era of criticism in which not only the said terms was in
use but the standards of accepting of narrator or otherwise were
also developed. In part, 1 we will present the history of post
developed era of this discourse (after 4" century) and the standards
for accepting or rejecting the narrators of Hadith.

E ‘Ilm Al Jarh wa Ta‘dil in Developed Form:

Ilm Al Jarh Wa Al Ta‘dil when advanced to 5™ century and
onward, we find the names of personalities who are blinking stars
in this discourse. To perceive the top edge of the development of
‘Ilm Jarh Wa al Ta‘dil we will describe only three distinguished
names of this field of knowledge.

(1)Khatib Al Baghdadi (D: 463A.H/1066 A.D) wrote a book
Tarikh Baghdad. In this book, he accumulated biographies of the
citizens of Baghdad

Khatib also compiled a book named Al Kifayah Fi ‘Ilm Al
Riwayah. In this book Khatib discussed the prerequisites of
transmitters of Hadith and basic principles of criticism in ‘Ilm Al
Hadith. The book is an authority and primary source in this
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The root of Ta‘dif is ‘adl (justice) which means ‘to put something
or person in its or his right position’.

I1I Definition of al- Jarh wa al- Ta‘dil:

According to Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Thani (2000:20),
Hafiz Zahabi defines al- Jarh wa al- Ta‘dil as follows:

Loy ol Lzl 4l gy i iy Lag 551 M Caa 51 52l

Al Jarh means to criticize the character of narrator on
which the softening, enfeeblement and refutation of his
narration is based.

gl 50 s oy Ley (550 1) i g1 pandl

Al Ta‘dil means to discuss the character of narrator on
which his narration’s acceptance is based.
Ibn Abi Hatim another famous critic of narrators of Hadith
presents the definition of this discourse in comprehensive way, he
(NDa: Pereface) says:
Lyt G5 s
In this discourse the narrators of Hadith been discussed
with special terminologies and these terms are the bases
of different positions of narrators.

Dr. Mahmud Al Tahhan (ND: 149) defines this term in the
following words:

o Onblg) agdana s 31yl Dlany a5 dava Gypaall e oSall g

pebus sl
To decide about a narration whether it is correct or
otherwise on the bases of Narrator’s character and his
power of remembrance or any objection by an expert on

a narrator with reference of these two things.
Ibn Al Athir (NDa: 126) defines Al Jarh and said:
4 Jaadl



