(416)  JUd 39 B DLt 1 AU 53y Liaoell &1 5, (;mq__‘ﬁ"ﬂ’)

S e Jld) By b Al ABLE §)laat) adly
" Al Lgdishs

FEa a2
L) lal jall 5 DY) o ) S
LSl Yl dadla
Inscriptions started appearing on Muslim monuments in
Bengal soon after the Muslim consolidation in the region in
the early 13th century. Most of these monuments had some
kind of epigraphic programs on them since Islamic culture
considered inscriptions a powerful medium to convey visual,
cultural, and spiritual messages to its people. These
inscriptions were rendered in various styles such as Kufi,
thulth, naskh, riga', rayhani, muhaqqaq, tughra' and Bihari.
These inscriptions refer to the cultural continuity of the
Muslims of Bengal and their counterparts elsewhere in the
Muslim world, which binds them together as an umma. Thus,
in spite of their many distinctive local cultural features, one
soon discovers in these wonderful epigraphic treasures the
most vibrant message -- unity within diversity -- that is
prevalent everywhere in Islamic culture.
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