
 (Essenes) 

* 
The era of Prophet Jesus (pbAh) enjoys a significant status in the history

of mankind. There were several sects of Judaism at that time. Among them,

Essenes were a sect with a strong law-abiding followings. Initial sources

about their history and teachings are famous historians of first century CE:

Flavors Josephus, Judaeus Philo and Pliny the Elder. However the discovery

of the Dead Sea scrolls opened new vistas regarding the history and

teanichings of Essences. The contents of these scrolls contain the basic

teachings of this sect. This article intends to throw some light on this

significant but long forgotten Jewish sect of first country BCE.


 (Essenes).  (Sadducees)  (Pharisees)





 (Judaeus Philo)  (Flavius Josephus)  


 (Pliny the Elder) 

 (Dead Sea Scrolls) 



 1947 
Dead Sea Scrolls 


 *
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





 (Carbon-14 Testing) 






 




  


 I

 Essene

 
 




 (Epiphanius) 
 "Essaioi"  "Essenoi" 

 "Esseni"  Essenoi



 " 'etsah"  Essene 



--206--  (Essenes)   ... 

An evaluation version of novaPDF was used to create this PDF file.
Purchase a license to generate PDF files without this notice.

http://www.novapdf.com/




 " 'asah"  

 


 Essene  

 "asayya"

 





 II






(Chronology)  
 Antiquitties  





 






(Location)  


 Every Good Man is Free 
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Nor are Palestine and Syria barren of moral excellence---countries

inhabited by a large portion of the most popolous race, the Jews. There are among

them people called Essenes, numbering over 4000, and in my judgement so called

from theirpiety---though the derivation is not strictly Greek---since they are

pre-eminently worshiping servants of God; they do not sacrifice animals, but

study to keep their minds in a saintly frame.

In the first place, they reside in villages, shunning town-life on account of

the lawless manners of townsfolk, since they are well aware that such associations

are as able to infact their souls with incurable disorder as tainted air is to afect

their bodies with deadly disease. Some of them till the ground. 

 Apology for the Jews 
 

    (Eusebius)

Our Lawgiver has trained to community of living many thousands of

disciples, who are called Essenes, because of their holiness, I believe. They dwell

in many cities of Judaea and many village, and in large and popolous societies. 






 (Qumran) 

(Khirbat  (Wadi 'Ein-Ghweir)  (Wadi Murabba'at) 

 Mird)

(Communal Life and Practice)  


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


 (Rule of Community 1QS) 
 (Damascus Documents) 

 


 1QS vi.13-23Rule of Community 

 (1QS vi. 13-23)  Rule of Community 


 









(Organization & Obedience to Authority)  

 



(1QS v. 

 1QS v. 23, vi. 2, 252  2-3)


(Communal Life)  


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
  (Communism) 

1QS 

 i.11-12, v.1-2, vi.17-22

 








 






 
 





 




 Stewards 




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 























 







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




(Rituals) 
 






(CD x1.  (e.g IQS v.13-4) Rule of Community 

 21-22)

 

 







 



 








 Rule of community  They shall eat together and

they shall bless tegether. (IQS vi.2-3)    

 




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 




 


Miqtsat Ma'asei (4Q394-399) 
 he torah 










 
 


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
 

 (Zealots)  (Samaritans) 
 (Sicarii)

100 37  


 

 "The Jewish War" 

 "Jewish Antiquities"

(Encyclopedia Judaica, s.v. 'Flavius 
Josephus', CD-ROM Edition, Judaica Multimedia Ltd, Israel, 1997.)

 


 40 

 "Every Good Man is Free" 
(E n c y c lo p e d ia  J u d a i c a ,  s . v .  'P h i lo  J u d a e u s ' )  "H y p o t h e t i c a "

 "Natural History"  


(Encyclopedia Judaica, s.v. 'Pliny the Elder') 

 F. F. Bruce, Second Thoughts on the Dead Sea Scrolls,  W. M. B. Eerdmans Pub. 

Co. Michigan, 1956, p.16

 F. M. Cross, Ancient Library of Qumran and Modern Studies, Anchor Press, New 

York, 1961, p. 51

 Pictorial Biblical Encyclopedia, McMillan, New York, 1964, p. 254

 Encyclopedia Of the Dead Sea Scrolls, s.v. 'Essenes' by Todd S. Beall, Oxford 

University Press, NewYork, 2000, 1:262

 Enc. Of the Dead Sea Scrolls, s.v. 'Essenes' by Todd S. Beall, 1:263

 Ibid., 1:263

 G. Vermez, Dead Sea Scrolls in English, Penguin Books, London, 1962, p. xxxii

 Flavius Josephus, 'Jewish War' in The Works of Flavius Josephus, Tr. William 
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Whiston, Book II: Chapter VIII, D. LotthRop & Co., n.d., p. 597.

 F. Josephus, 'Antiquitties', XVIII:I, p. 471

 Judaeus Philo, The Works of Philo, Tr. C. D. Yonge [CD-ROM], AGES Software, 

1999, 343

 Enc. of Religion And Ethics, T & T Clark,  Edinbrough,1974, 5:397
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