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The era of Prophet Jesus (pbAh) enjoys a significant status in the history
of mankind. There were several sects of Judaism at that time. Among them,
Essenes were a sect with a strong law-abiding followings. Initial sources
about their history and teachings are famous historians of first century CE:
Flavors Josephus, Judaeus Philo and Pliny the Elder. However the discovery
of the Dead Sea scrolls opened new vistas regarding the history and
teanichings of Essences. The contents of these scrolls contain the basic
teachings of this sect. This article intends to throw some light on this

significant but long forgotten Jewish sect of first country BCE.
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Nor are Palestine and Syria barren of moral excellence---countries
inhabited by a large portion of the most popolous race, the Jews. There are among
them people called Essenes, numbering over 4000, and in my judgement so called
from theirpiety---though the derivation is not strictly Greek---since they are
pre-eminently worshiping servants of God; they do not sacrifice animals, but
study to keep their minds in a saintly frame.

In the first place, they reside in villages, shunning town-life on account of
the lawless manners of townsfolk, since they are well aware that such associations

are as able to infact their souls with incurable disorder as tainted air is to afect

their bodies with deadly disease. Some of them till the ground.( 1)
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Our Lawgiver has trained to community of living many thousands of

disciples, who are called Essenes, because of their holiness, I believe. They dwell

in many cities of Judaea and many village, and in large and popolous societies.
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