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parish of Plymstock
farish Charch of St Mary and All Sainis

‘ ol the Good Shepherd, Oreston

gports Hall, Staddiscombe

yicart The Reverend Paal Hawkins

™

. & Cahb Lane, Plumiock, Mamosih 119 980, Tel. (0750 403128

1th May 1930

Captaln A Rahmood
p 0 Box Ma. &0
Athock

PAKISTAN

Dear Captaln Mahmood

Thank you for your letter of the 28th November, 1989. You will seg
that I have moved Lo the abiowe address but your letter has eventuaslly
teached mp. 1 was very Interestied Ly you: auestlon concerning
John 7:53-8111. MNohody really knows the answers to these guestions
but probably thlis story was a plece of indepencent tradition floatlng
steund for some decades separate from the Gospels which later got
added on to St. John's Gnapel. There were no doubt storles about Jesus
that were told and rw-tcld by kthe churches but never got included in
the Gospels and Lthis i3 ane auch psanmple. It Is included kn Latin and
Gresk manuscripts ol Lhe Guspel ainly, therotore although it was not
Bart of the First Gospel It would have beon added very quickly tn
t. John's Gospel. We do net know who wai responsible for this. With
fegard to your question abctut the seriptures being inerrsnt, lnsplred
;:: infallible, T would say that the Bible is inspired but cectalnly
1 lnerrant or Lnfallinle. That is guitno clearly the case. The polnt
% I belleve, thal God speaks thiough human beings snd human belngs
sike mistokes, Ffut that is the way God has chosen to cosmunicats,
"m‘h his woryd and through human beings snd, therefore, we cannat
E8pt any scriptures as being absolutely infallible, But I am sure
“'; are Insplred and through them we hear God speaking to us. This
i #ask ls the way I look at it. [ hope these comments will be of
*Iast to you although of coursn they are only ona perscn's oplnion!

I
hope you are keeplng well w1t Lthis lotter reaches you safely.
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