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"5. Indeed, the importance of this issue cannot be emphasized
enough. Yet, the way in which this issue is being dealt with by the
Government, has been very casual and non serious."

6. During the course of this year alone, these petitions have come up
for hearing before this Court eighteen times. However, despite the
time the Court dedicated to this crucial issue, no substantial
progress was made. On 12.5.2015, for instance, Mr Abdul Rashid
Awan, Deputy Attorny General for Fedration clearly submitted that
in spite of his best efforts the Secretary Cabinet and the Secretary
Information, Government of Pakistan, and other concerned

functionaries were not paying any heed to the Constitutional

imperative in Article 251.
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"We may also emphasise here that implementing Article 251 is not

just a matter of obeying the constitution; it has real practical
implications for Pakistani public. In this regard, we may refer to a
highly relevant historical fact. In 1972, the provincial government in
Balochistan led by the Chief Minister and the provincial
governmenti N W F P led by CM Maulana Mufti Mahmud, took
some concrete steps towards introducing Urdu as the officaial
language in their respective Provinces.
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Therefore, bearing in mind the constitutional commands in
Article 5 and 251 reproduced above and noting the in-action and
failure of successinve governments to implement this important
provision, we have no option but to order as under:
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i)  The provisions of Article 251 shall be implemented with full
force and without unnecessary delay by the Federal and Provincial
Governments;
ii) the time-lines (given in letter dated 6-7-2015 reproduced
below) which are given by the Government itself must be
considered for implementation by the Government in line with
Article 251 for implementation;
iii) the Federal Government as well as Provincial Governments
should coordinate with each other for uniformity in the ﬂ)
(ﬁl"rasmulkhat" for the National landguage;
iv) Federal as well as provincial laws should be translated in the
National language within three months;
v) statutory, regulatory and oversight bodies shall take steps to
implement Article 251 wihtout unnecessry delay and also ensure
compliance by regulatees;
vi) In the competitive examinations at Federal level, the
recommendations of goverment bodies noted above, should be
considered by the Government for implementation without
unnecessary delay;
vii) Judgments in cases relating to public interest, litigation and
judgments enunciating a principle of law in terms of Article 189
must be transtated in Urdu and should be published in line with
Article 251 of the constitution;
viii) In Court cases, government departments should make all
reasonable efforts to submit their replies in Urdu to enable citizens

to effectively enforce their legal rights;
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ix) If, subsequent to the judgment, any public bodies or public
officials continue to violate the constitional command contained in
Article 251, citizens who suffer a tangible loss directly and
foreseeably resulting from such violation shall be entitled to

enforce any civil rights which may accrue to them on this account.
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