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Shari'at values (ahkam) resulting from this application (e.g., rules
relating to penalties for crimes) are in a sense specific to that

people, and, since their observance is not an end in itself, they can
not be strictly enforced in the case of future generations. (20)
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For fear of further disintegration, which is only natural in such a
period of political decay, the conservative thinkers of Islam
focussed all their efforts on the one point of preserving a uniform
social life for the people by a jealous exclusion of all innovations in
the law of shariat as expounded by the early doctors of islam ........
but they did not see, and our modern ulama do not see that the

ultimate fate of a people does not depend so much on organisation
as on the worth and power of individual men. (24)
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The Reconstruction of Religious Thought In Islam: The Principle of (1)
Movement in the Structure of Islam, p.169
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