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A Critical Study of “Hadith-e-Qirtas”

"Hadith-e-Qirts" or the Hadith of pen and papcr is a famous
incident of Seerah, quoted in the books of Hadith in
different wordings and chains by the narrators. This hadith
refers to the serious ailment of the Prophet (PBUH) before
his death, when he said, '‘Bring for me (writing) paper and 1
will write for you a statement after which you will not go
astray.' But 'Umar said, 'The Prophet is seriously ill, and we
have got Allah's Book with us and that is sufficient for us.'
But the companions of the Prophet differed about this and
there was a hue and cry, On that the Prophet said to them,
'‘Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you
should quarrel in front of me." Ibn "Abbas came out saying,
"It was most unfortunate (a great disaster) that Allah's
Apostle was prevented from writing that statement for them
because of their disagreement and noise. The other
wordings of this Hadith narrate that three instructions by
the Prophet (PBUH).
The contentious substance of this Hadith has created a
controversy and difference of opinion among the scholars
of Hadith. This paper undertakes a critical examination of
the "Hadith-e-Qirtas" and claims that the process of writing
the Hadith was completed.
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