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In the twelth century, the isolated Jewish community of that
faraway country was not only suffering a new wave of
oppression but was being subjected to pressure to convert
to the dominant, Moslem faith. Many Jews were confused,
some believing that Mohammed was a figure prophesied
about in the Bible, and others half believing stories of a
Messiah who would soon come to their rescue, destroying
their enemies and returning them to palestine. The jews

turned to Maimeonides for guidance, and he wrote them that
they should strive to retain their jewish faith, and if they
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could net do so, they sﬁould abandon their homes and go
elsewhere. He scoffed at the stories that Mohammed was
foreseen in the Bible, as "ridiculous” and urged the jewish
community to shun false Messiahs, astrology, and

superstition, and to hold strong to their ancient faith. (10)
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I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah
and although he may tarry, inspite of this i will wait daily
for his coming. (11}
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For example the passage of John named above. This

impudant fraud was probably executed by the priest of the
Romish Church. Luthar in the Bible published, omitted it
and on his death bed is said to have most earnestly
requested his followers not to let it be inserted with his
name. However, this was disregarded, and in the Bible said
in the title page to the work of Luther, it is asserted by the
united authority of the Lutherian Church of Germany. (12)
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1. In his youth he will be like a man who knows nothing

until the time when he knows three books. (14)
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‘2. And then he will acquire prodence and .learn |

understanding. (15)
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3. And with his fathers, brothers will hurt him. (16)
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4. Councel and prudence will be with him and he will know
the secrets of man. His widom will reach all the people and

he will know all the secrets of man. (17)
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5. And all their designs against him will come to nothing

and his rule over the living will be great. (18)
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6. His designs will succeed for he is. the Elect of God. His

birth and the Breath of his spirit and his designs shall be for
ever. (19) '
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2. In the Epistle of Bamabas, an apcoryphal Christian text

mentioned as early as the 2nd century AD, Puech had found
a quotation hitherto untraced, attributed to an "unknown
prophet" '
We are not hiding anything, Puch insisted adamantly, We
will publish everything. To our knowledge, however, none
of the revelations confided by Puech in conversation has
yet appeared in print and there seems no immediate
likelihood of their doing so. (20)
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The Dead Sea Scrolls offer a new perspective on the
three great religions born in the Middle East... ;[‘he more
one examines those religions, the more on will discern not
how mvuch they differ,but how much they overlap and

have in common-how much they derive from essentially

the same source... through this may be too much to hope
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for-that greater understanding of their common roots

might help curb the prejudice, the bigotry, the intolerance
and fanaticirsm to which fundamentalism is chronically

prone. (21)
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The "Epistle of Barnabas" was esteemed as canonical in
several early churches: Clement of Alexandria quotes it as
Séﬁptire, and Origen terms it a "Catholic Epistie”. Most
significant of all is its appearance in the fourth century
Codex Sinaitius, owr oldest (With the possible exception of
Vaticanus) and most complete manuscript of the Bible,
boih Old and New Testaments, Here it is placed
immediately after the book of Rerelation, and is definitely
included in the New Testament. {22)
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Barnabas was a companion and fellow preacher with paul.

This Epistle lays a greater claim to Canonical authority than
most others. It has been cited by Clemens Alexandrinus,
Origen, Busebius and Jerome, and many ancient Fathers.
Cotelerieus affirms that Origen and Jerome esteemed it
genuine and canonical, but Cotelerius himself did not
believe it to be either one or the other, On the contrary, he
supposes it was written for the benefit of the Ebonites (The
christianized Jews) who were tenacious of rights and
ceremonies. Bishop Fell feared to own expressly what he
seemed to be persuaded of, that it ought to be treated with
the same respect as several of the books of the present
canon. Dr. Bemnard, Savilion professor at oxford, not only
believedit to be genuine but that it was read throughout, in
the churches at Alexandria, as the canonical seriptures
were. Dodwell supposed it to have been published befoue
the Epistle of jude, and the writings of both the johns.
Vossius, Dupuis, Dr. Cane, Dr. Mill, Dr. S. Clark, Whiston
and Archbishop Wake also esteemed it genuine: Menardus,
Archbishop Laud, Spanheim, and others, deemed it
apocryphal. (23)
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Having this persuasion, and being fully convinced thereof,

because that since I have begun to speak unto you, I have
had a more than ordinary good success in the way of the
law of the Lord in christ. (24)
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For the lord hath both declared unto us by the prophets

these things that are past and 6p,ened to us the beginning of

those that are to come. (25)
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For God has menefested to us by all the Propheto. (26)
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10. Judaism. pp 199.

11. Page XXXVIl Mainides Introduction to his commentary on the
Mishnah London
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