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Abraham is simply one of many Prophets, and the people to
whom he is sent are not specified; indeed, it seems to be
implied that he was not sent to the Arabs, since Muhammad
(SAW) is said to be sent to, a people who had never had a
warner. Likewise there is no mention of any connexion of
Abraham and Ishmael with the Ka'bah. Ishmael is named in
lists of Prophets, but no details are given about him. The
presumption is that at first the Muslims did not know about
the connexion of Ishmael with Abraham and (according to
the Old Testament) with the Arabs. At Medina, however, in

closer contact with the Jews they gained knowledge of such
matters.(5)
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He was an Ishmaelite, who-taught his countrymen fo return
to the religion of Abraham and claim the Promises made to
the descendants of Ishmael. (6)
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Muhammed's guardians saw that he did not starve to death,

. but it was difficult for them to do more for him, especially
as the fortunes of the clan of Hashim seem to have been
declining at this time. An orphan, with no able-bodied man
to gjve special aattention to his interests, had a poor start in
a commercial career; And that was realy the only career
open to him. (8)
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As a banker and ﬁnancier,‘ doubtless in a small way, and

purveyor of water for the pilgrims, he had littie importance

in the affair of Mecca, and life there cannot have been very
comfortable for him. (9) .
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By the time Muhammad had begun to preach, the growing
commercial prosperity of Mecca may be said to have
produced a new topmost stratum of society, namely, the
leading, richest and most powerful merchants.....This
stratum was almost solidly opposed to Muhammad.(10)
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He died at a comparatively early age at Medina on his way
back from a trading expedition to Gaza. This probably
happened shortly before the birth of Muhammad. (11)
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He was probably a posthumous child. (12)
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Muhammad was born in the year of Elephant,.....This is
usually held to be about A.D. 570 (13)
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The fact that Muhammad was posthumous child may, of

course, have been part of the reason for sending to a
wet-nurse. (15)
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The absence of a father must have produced a sence of
deprivation in Muhammad, and the real experience of
poverty as a young man may well have nourlshed the sence
of deprivation:(16) :

er,’/},,u%:‘,,:Kny("é_d,}uwuﬁd;éjc'_'gk;évg

B CA I N I S 4

KU E P koK s oo I 2SI Ay g L 6
gL 2 3G Suprr g oty st e ey
LN E SR P i A f Pt on$riinlic U
A(’.;Lm&ﬁ/»'.}vf.,;:wwy.ﬁ Herr frotil yiins

8 JJ/’,.VI/"JL/JVJWJJlfu/,)Lu'LV/fLmd’ U

-
fmmu‘%u{ mlm%uw,ww
' q_l,dq_«bib UFJUIU":_;

His powers under the consitution are so slight that they
cannot have been much less at the beginning of his
residence in Medina (17)
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Muhammad as chief of the Emigrants was on a level with
the chiefs _of the various clans (18)
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He is very far however, from being autocratic ruler of
Medina. He is merely one among a number of important
Men. (19)
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Muhammad is seen to be the chief of one of several
co-operating groups, with little to mark him out from the
others. (20)
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To begin with, however, the message was more important
than the messenger. The essential thing was the relation of
the community or the individual to God. This implied some
one to convey the message to the person or persons
involved, but the messenger had no function beyond that of
conveying the message. Later, however, the function of the
messenger was seen to be more than this. 21
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So long as Muhammad lived, his personal influence must
have seemed to contemporaries to be the cement which
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On somegsoccasions at least there were physical
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accompammehts He would be gripped by a feeling of pam
and in his ear's there would be a noise like the reverberation
of a bell. Even on a very cold day the bystanders would see
great pearls of sweet on his forehead as the revelation
descended upon him. Such accounts led some Western
critics to suggest that he had epilepsy, but there are no real
grounds for such a view. Epilepsy leads to physical and
mental degeneration, and there are no signs of that in
Muhammad, on the contrary he was clearly in full
possession of his faculties to the very end of his life. (25)
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It is not surprlsmg that Muhammad is reported to have been
assailed by fears and doubts. There is evidence for this in
the Quran as well as in the narratives of his life, though it is
not certain that at what period he recieved the Quranic
assurances that God had not forsaken him. (26)
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Soon after the first revelation, he is said to have been

encouraged to believe in his vocation by his wife Khadija
and, more particularly by her cousin Wargah. (27)
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To carry on in the face of persecution and hostility would
have been impossible for him unless he was fully persuaded
that God had sent him; and the receiving of revelations was -
included in his divine mission. (28)

u,csugdndjt&{?, mu:dnfw.;ifm;u:"&‘,f iﬁ.ﬁ%jﬁ
el e LR Tl Ve
St nSo LB o b e T
| :L:lﬁﬂKJ@.&LC@J‘JJ:G”UWL-JVI;U?)V

2t a2 L6

(re) 3 ity &) o 1 3 5 ‘*-é Ay u“




lg.g‘ﬂj’b'}*:‘"d/ﬁ Fde . a'f"mdlul(}-jjémy M

ﬁ;rd,(;t‘JUrL/K/V/Juiu/u;farkuLdg)fuIb(Jf/

I ML stlig L TR LS GO et L LS

(’J!Jﬂfg-ez;.lgtv/:’ulg;uu,la‘g_mué_;.uu,au,ué,au; ;

WAL :.f//':ﬁ.:«/.’(g;K%;f"iw%gw%iéu;&ﬂf
e bl

[

It is axiomatic that the new religious movement of Islam
must somehow or other have risen out of the conditions in
Mecca in Muhammad's time. A new religion cannot come
into being without a sufficient motive. (30)
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In other words, the Meccans, under Judaeo Christian
influence, must have been moving towards monotheism.
(31)
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During the years just before he received the call to
prophethood Muhammad must have been increasingly
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aware of the unsatisfactory social conditions in Mecca.
This was something he could observe for himself and did
not require to be shown by revelation. The fundamental
source of the trouble was that the traditional values of
nomadic society (which was that of the recent ancestors of
the Meccans) were proving inadequate in the prosperous
mercantile econdmy of Mecca, and were also the leading
men of the calns were neglecting the traditional duty of
caring for the needy and unfortunate among their
kinsmen.....Muhammad may well have come to see the root
of the troubles as the secular; materialistic outlook of the
very wealthy, and may even have decided that this could
only be got rid of by some form of religious belief”. (32)
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Yet he felt that his gifts were not being used to the full. He
had a talent for administration that would have enabled him
to handle the biggest operations then carried out in Mecca,
but the great merchants exchuded him from there inner
circle. His own dissdtisfation made him more aware of the
.unsatisfactory aspects of life in Mecca. In these, hidden
years, he must have brooded over such matters. Eventually
what had been maturing in the inner depths was brodght to
light. (33)
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Despite this extirpation of Idolatory, many old ideas and
practices were retained”. (34)
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"Muhammad’s original belief may have been in Allah as

high god, or supreme deity, combined with lesser local

deities whom he may have come to regard as angels who
could intercede with the supreme being". (35) '
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"It is further to be noted that in the early passages of the
Quran there is no assertion that Allah is uniquely God. It is

" possible that Muhammad himself to some extent shared the
belief of many of his contemporaries that Allah was a high
god with whom other beings could intercede. It is unlikely

that he thought qf these beings as less#r deities, but, as just
-suggested, he many have thought of them as angels". (36)
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We conclude, then, that virilocal polygamy, or the multiple
virilocal family, which for long was the distinctive feature
of Islamic society in the eyes of Christendom, as an
innovation of Muhammad's. There may have been some

“instances of it before his time, but it was not widespread,
and it was particularly foreign to the outlook of the
Medinans. (37)
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The interesting point is that the verse is not placing a limit -
on a previous practice of unlimited polygamy. It is not
saying to men who had had six or ten wives, you shall not
marry, more than four. On the contrary it is encouraging
men who had only one wife (or perhaps two) to marry upto

. four. It is not the restriction of an old practice but the
introduction of somthingnew. (38)
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"European scholars have recognized that this verse of the
Quran is an exhortation and not a restriction."(39)
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“Despite the stories, then, it is unlikely that-he was swept

off his feet by the physical attractiveness of Zaynab. The

other wives are said to have feared her beauty; but her age

when she married Muhammad was thirty-five, or perhaps

rather thilty -eight, which is fairly advanced for an Arab
woman". (42)

fc_;:d/fydb-",(uafgdgtut.ui;td:uﬂ-ﬁ(J{‘)/‘




,uﬂ'_-,t,,h’_u,d/‘v"“ FZA - -,,lrvrqd,mc.;-,aém% é,.,..m]l
L.&.}ul.rd;»d’(%)}fc,bbu’ urémrﬁé(&)
.ﬁﬁ/g{ula:éd:vjv&(%)jfu/_ﬂ be o

e B pSu f L L st p LI SN
et A FFL DI Bl fasr

"It is most unlikely that at the age of fifty-six such a man as
he should have been carried away by a passion for a2 woman
of thirty-five or more". (43)
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"The criticism of Muhammad, then, was based on a pre-
Islamic idea that was rejected by-Islam, and one aim of
Muhammad in contracting the marriage was to break the
hold of the old idea over men's conduct. How important

was this aim compared with others which he might have
had?. (44)
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"As these expenditions, even that to Badr, were razzias,
where the aim was to capture booty without undue danger
to oneself.(45)
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"When one looks at all alternatives, however, it seems clear
that even before he left Mecca Muhammad must have
looked on raids on Meccan caravans as a possibility, even a
probability. In the raids the Muslims were taking the
offensive. Muhammad cannot have failed to realize that,
‘even if the raids were only slightly successful, the Meccans
were bound to attempt reprisals. In these little raids, then,
he was deliberately challenging and provoking the
"Meccans. In our peace-conscious age it is difficult to
understand how a religious leader could thus engage in
offensive war and become almost an aggressor”. (46)
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‘Thus whether Muhammad incited his followers to action
and then used their Wgorigs to justify it, or whether he
yielded to pressure from them to allow such action, the
normal Arab practice of the razzia was taken over by the
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Islamic community. In being taken over, howe\;er, it was
transformed. It became an activity of believers against
unbelievers, and therefore took place within religious
context.” (47)
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The change from the razzia to the Jihad may seem to be no

- more than a change of name, the giving of an aura of
religion to what was essentially the same activity 48)
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Another point was doubtless present in Muhammad's mind.
He forbade fighting and raiding between Muslims, and
consequently, if a large number of Arab tribes accepted
Islam or even merely accepted Muhammad's leadership, he
would have to find an alternative outlet for their energies.
Looking ahead, Muhammad probably realized that it would
be neccessary to direct the predatory impulses of the Arabs
outwards, towards the settled communities adjacent to
Arabia; and he was probably conscious to some extent of

the development of the route to Syria as a preparation for
expansion. (49)
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