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Muhammad accorded a general permission to hisfollowers
to slay them (jews) wherever met. (3)
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This was the poet Ka,b ibn Al-Ashraf, who, after the battle
of Badr, had the audacity to go to Mecca, where he sought
to incite the Quraish to revenge by this sarcastic poems. (8)
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When he heard the news of Badr, he set out for Mecca, and

by his verses helped to rouse the Meccans to greif and
anger and the desire for revenge. (9)
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As allies of the Arab clans the jews were in a sense

included in the new community at Medina. There may even

have been a direct treaty between some of them and
Muhammad. (10)
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No concession was too great that might secure the
countenance and allegiance of the jews. Accodringly, not
long after his arrival, Mahomet entered into a treaty with
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them, which, bo'th offensive and defensive guaranteed their
safety and independence. (11)
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The defeat of the idolaters at Badr was felt as keenly by the
jews as by the Meccans.Immediately after this battle a
distinguished member of their race, called Ka,b the son of
Ashraf, belonging to tht_: tribe of Nazir, publicly deploring
the ill-success of the idolaters, proceeded towards
Mecca.Finding the people there plunged in grief, he spared
no exertion to revive their courage .By this satires against
the prophet and his disciples, by his elegies on the Meccans
who had fallen at Badr, he succeeded in exciting the

koreish to that frenzy of vengeance which found vent on
the plains of Ohad. (12)
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Another jew of the Nazir,Abu Rafe Sallam, son of ;Abu,l
Hukaik, was equally wild and bitteragainst the
muslamans.He inhabited,with the - fraction of histribe,the
territories of Khaiber, four or five days’journey to the
north-west of Madina, Detesting Mohammad and the .
muslamans,he -made use of every endealvour to excite the
neighbouring Arab Tribes,such as the Sulaim and the
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The reason is almost too obvious to need explanation. As
there was no police ,or law-court, or even court mgrtials, at
Medina, some of thefollowers of Muhammad had therefore

" to be the executor of the death dentence, and it was better.
- This should be done quietly, as the execution of a man
openly before his clan would have caused a brawl and more
bloodshed and retaliation, till the whole city would have
become mixed up in quarrel. If secret assasinations is the
word for suchdeeds, secret assasinations was the necessary

part of the intemalgoVemmént of Medina. (17)

pedd et s By ot Bl Enbiadun
STp L LB 2o o0 1P B3 P 395
G Lt e Gro b BAEmMS Syt Sty
GPLIFnkitrar iyt pi Ll L S
SN tenas st g S G es b’rl’:’lul‘fzz
LB st L s S8 T o 6 T U106
B2y

122U S St NFS LN CramedE iy



f{u,,r,/d)zzg:% St PO I sE 419 Qi
——— —————
N ’ :ugﬁ&n&/ug

Christian controversialists have stigmatised these
executions as "assassinations.” And because a Moslem was
sent secretly to kill eachof the criminals, in their prejudice
against the Prophet,they shut theireyes to the justice of the
sentence, and the necessity of a swift and secret
execution.There existed then no police court,no judicial
tribunal, nor even a court-martial,to take cognisance of
individual crimes. In the absence of a State executioner any
individual might become the executioner of the law.These
men had broken their formal pact; it was impgssible to
arrest them in public,or execute the sentence in the open
before their clans, without causing unnecessary
blood-shed,and giving rise to the feud of blood,and
everlasting vendetta. The exigencies of theState required
that whatever should be done should be done swiftly and
noiselessly upon those whom public opinionhad arraigned
and condemned."(18)
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Abraham is simply one of many Prophets, and the people to
whom he is sent are not specified; indeed, it seems to be
implied that he was not sent to the Arabs, since Muhammad
(SAW) is said to be sent to, a people who had never had a
warner. Likewise there is no mention of any connexion of
Abraham and Ishmael with the Ka'bah. Ishmael is named in
lists of Prophets, but no details are given about him. The
presumption is that at first the Muslims did not know about
the connexion of Ishmael with Abraham and (according to
the Old Testament) with the Arabs. At Medina, however, in

closer contact with the Jews they gained knowledge of such
matters.(5)

J’mwuﬂcdu,fc;unfc.u/wa!rmuﬁ
7!&,%&:’,»'-4_“- )(J‘&Gfuf’-a‘-—))ggr;
4"_lf.l,lzu:ajyéiﬁ%f:—/’.i{e’,é_mﬂ&d’f‘u)&u‘f/ '
u’l:lﬁ&ﬁjfdéifi‘;u’gégﬂa_k&ﬁ‘..})ﬂ(}@’»{'uf_
et S JB -SSP AL LL K @ar )



/6’&[}#.‘;':6/@ Yo : le’Qd;U'G‘/éH%MI

Ulnsssle ng"}, f:‘u.':,ﬁwfwaﬁfw;ﬁ'/u)wd:

ke P I fviep e 26 F e

| -'nH‘szu'fu'C—¢Jl’,i'/i‘/ﬁuvz’”.f

Sy et St ity Bl Ui e et 8 e
G L LT E s S et 00 SI3 ds2m0s it S e P
K&%uﬁuﬁuimﬁ'mﬁ' Ki)fw,ﬂu,'u::«LIuJuv-Jnu-‘ayu
6 S et d P AL U s LIS etbalUitnzny
S S oot s Fe Upost B o L Ut Bl (et 8
L g

e d LG LL U SUIN L a2 Pl el f
(Encyclopaedia of Ethics and J"J;/ Jzt ‘fg“f 7 && :géU' e
e tle_d_12L Chronicle of Sebeos /€G- Religion)

He was an Ishmaelite, who-taught his countrymen fo return
to the religion of Abraham and claim the Promises made to
the descendants of Ishmael. (6)
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Muhammed's guardians saw that he did not starve to death,

. but it was difficult for them to do more for him, especially
as the fortunes of the clan of Hashim seem to have been
declining at this time. An orphan, with no able-bodied man
to gjve special aattention to his interests, had a poor start in
a commercial career; And that was realy the only career
open to him. (8)

osmbie L o pie S ST Sooy ey f L E

LA st L UL P E LD L

/?J}GHZJ_LJ&»FJ Sebll gﬁﬂ?‘.ﬂ..c‘;éﬁd/én

=& b / JL;;U 7 Kgijd,gm{@ t_J1Bes2 v ($T CU’J:

G20l (I L stk S 1S

L Sabdbene /,wn'..,, HpeiLl (Ly Aoty S f e
. ic‘z—i')’f:uzuﬁaAi-r”’)’lfdJV:wf"’?—

As a banker and ﬁnancier,‘ doubtless in a small way, and

purveyor of water for the pilgrims, he had littie importance

in the affair of Mecca, and life there cannot have been very
comfortable for him. (9) .
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By the time Muhammad had begun to preach, the growing
commercial prosperity of Mecca may be said to have
produced a new topmost stratum of society, namely, the
leading, richest and most powerful merchants.....This
stratum was almost solidly opposed to Muhammad.(10)
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He died at a comparatively early age at Medina on his way
back from a trading expedition to Gaza. This probably
happened shortly before the birth of Muhammad. (11)
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He was probably a posthumous child. (12)
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Muhammad was born in the year of Elephant,.....This is
usually held to be about A.D. 570 (13)
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The fact that Muhammad was posthumous child may, of

course, have been part of the reason for sending to a
wet-nurse. (15)
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The absence of a father must have produced a sence of
deprivation in Muhammad, and the real experience of
poverty as a young man may well have nourlshed the sence
of deprivation:(16) :
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His powers under the consitution are so slight that they
cannot have been much less at the beginning of his
residence in Medina (17)
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Muhammad as chief of the Emigrants was on a level with
the chiefs _of the various clans (18)
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He is very far however, from being autocratic ruler of
Medina. He is merely one among a number of important
Men. (19)
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Muhammad is seen to be the chief of one of several
co-operating groups, with little to mark him out from the
others. (20)
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To begin with, however, the message was more important
than the messenger. The essential thing was the relation of
the community or the individual to God. This implied some
one to convey the message to the person or persons
involved, but the messenger had no function beyond that of
conveying the message. Later, however, the function of the
messenger was seen to be more than this. 21
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So long as Muhammad lived, his personal influence must
have seemed to contemporaries to be the cement which
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On somegsoccasions at least there were physical
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accompammehts He would be gripped by a feeling of pam
and in his ear's there would be a noise like the reverberation
of a bell. Even on a very cold day the bystanders would see
great pearls of sweet on his forehead as the revelation
descended upon him. Such accounts led some Western
critics to suggest that he had epilepsy, but there are no real
grounds for such a view. Epilepsy leads to physical and
mental degeneration, and there are no signs of that in
Muhammad, on the contrary he was clearly in full
possession of his faculties to the very end of his life. (25)
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It is not surprlsmg that Muhammad is reported to have been
assailed by fears and doubts. There is evidence for this in
the Quran as well as in the narratives of his life, though it is
not certain that at what period he recieved the Quranic
assurances that God had not forsaken him. (26)
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Soon after the first revelation, he is said to have been

encouraged to believe in his vocation by his wife Khadija
and, more particularly by her cousin Wargah. (27)
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To carry on in the face of persecution and hostility would
have been impossible for him unless he was fully persuaded
that God had sent him; and the receiving of revelations was -
included in his divine mission. (28)
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It is axiomatic that the new religious movement of Islam
must somehow or other have risen out of the conditions in
Mecca in Muhammad's time. A new religion cannot come
into being without a sufficient motive. (30)
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In other words, the Meccans, under Judaeo Christian
influence, must have been moving towards monotheism.
(31)
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During the years just before he received the call to
prophethood Muhammad must have been increasingly
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aware of the unsatisfactory social conditions in Mecca.
This was something he could observe for himself and did
not require to be shown by revelation. The fundamental
source of the trouble was that the traditional values of
nomadic society (which was that of the recent ancestors of
the Meccans) were proving inadequate in the prosperous
mercantile econdmy of Mecca, and were also the leading
men of the calns were neglecting the traditional duty of
caring for the needy and unfortunate among their
kinsmen.....Muhammad may well have come to see the root
of the troubles as the secular; materialistic outlook of the
very wealthy, and may even have decided that this could
only be got rid of by some form of religious belief”. (32)

Se38e ML) At U §HTE Ssdt o 30507
Soness ) 462 UE - L un B TUSE e
K3& - S5 u’_LLnb’ir_uwe_é
J;lguglé u)uizgw;g»,d’d’mﬂi/’gﬁ =3P i,
e S EF sz NS AN IGS s E L DG
nFL UK sl oy L bz B 5y
(s & e it P JE Ll S pie ft
sl U6 Jer 5 e PSS e B st 6L
JJJ(J/JKJVU'I()’ U/ML{.,LVIM&,;/,V/
: ' -auc'd&.uﬁa/*’
.fu‘u’«au/}JJI- tbuléu»;ul/a;JZULmﬁg.:,b
SAIumLE cufiie §8 7y i Sosalum ity hduhs
L(ﬂf!dgt‘xu/‘m’-’:cﬂal:J&'}?Jﬂ&{“{_éuﬁwl&uﬁ;/gﬁ.:J»
c.j,_,'c?_l;':,rﬁ@ifuﬂ;’hf,£/2f£l2fu'_y’y4%j£0l%cqi
Serp Stz i/ i egSufdd i i Fhs Sl e
LA i S KNS P 2 (S e AT b



NP Y = rery o101 4193 apmpanall
LJL&’UJulLngfdh‘LpCff’:ujCCﬂJrziéL}Lﬁfbgfq"ﬁi,ﬁg
/ﬁﬁ:,g}]u?j:,-%_LL)¢,W/<_};C(JQJ16)T@!/%..,:-:P'%lZJ_
fjg’d{-‘iL'){Lawdfl&ljzéu’:fééﬁ'&VLc}'d._%
6 s pe e B s
S BTV W S A PR Y S PR SN P
JLl(u;’-'u"&"L;W‘?'T-’/L:(J/Lf"vk’/yv@’tﬂLL’/'L;P’.J%
el e S S LSS opeftdI e fona L in
dvﬁtééj’u_l:—c/_:ujé:)ur.f;’gﬁlti-;uiugéuéu.‘.'z‘ud/gjfiﬂ
e Shaliel LUK A S 2L i &2

LAl ez bt Y

Yet he felt that his gifts were not being used to the full. He
had a talent for administration that would have enabled him
to handle the biggest operations then carried out in Mecca,
but the great merchants exchuded him from there inner
circle. His own dissdtisfation made him more aware of the
.unsatisfactory aspects of life in Mecca. In these, hidden
years, he must have brooded over such matters. Eventually
what had been maturing in the inner depths was brodght to
light. (33)
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Despite this extirpation of Idolatory, many old ideas and
practices were retained”. (34)
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"Muhammad’s original belief may have been in Allah as

high god, or supreme deity, combined with lesser local

deities whom he may have come to regard as angels who
could intercede with the supreme being". (35) '
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"It is further to be noted that in the early passages of the
Quran there is no assertion that Allah is uniquely God. It is

" possible that Muhammad himself to some extent shared the
belief of many of his contemporaries that Allah was a high
god with whom other beings could intercede. It is unlikely

that he thought qf these beings as less#r deities, but, as just
-suggested, he many have thought of them as angels". (36)
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We conclude, then, that virilocal polygamy, or the multiple
virilocal family, which for long was the distinctive feature
of Islamic society in the eyes of Christendom, as an
innovation of Muhammad's. There may have been some

“instances of it before his time, but it was not widespread,
and it was particularly foreign to the outlook of the
Medinans. (37)
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The interesting point is that the verse is not placing a limit -
on a previous practice of unlimited polygamy. It is not
saying to men who had had six or ten wives, you shall not
marry, more than four. On the contrary it is encouraging
men who had only one wife (or perhaps two) to marry upto

. four. It is not the restriction of an old practice but the
introduction of somthingnew. (38)
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"European scholars have recognized that this verse of the
Quran is an exhortation and not a restriction."(39)
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“Despite the stories, then, it is unlikely that-he was swept

off his feet by the physical attractiveness of Zaynab. The

other wives are said to have feared her beauty; but her age

when she married Muhammad was thirty-five, or perhaps

rather thilty -eight, which is fairly advanced for an Arab
woman". (42)
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"It is most unlikely that at the age of fifty-six such a man as
he should have been carried away by a passion for a2 woman
of thirty-five or more". (43)
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"The criticism of Muhammad, then, was based on a pre-
Islamic idea that was rejected by-Islam, and one aim of
Muhammad in contracting the marriage was to break the
hold of the old idea over men's conduct. How important

was this aim compared with others which he might have
had?. (44)
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"As these expenditions, even that to Badr, were razzias,
where the aim was to capture booty without undue danger
to oneself.(45)
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"When one looks at all alternatives, however, it seems clear
that even before he left Mecca Muhammad must have
looked on raids on Meccan caravans as a possibility, even a
probability. In the raids the Muslims were taking the
offensive. Muhammad cannot have failed to realize that,
‘even if the raids were only slightly successful, the Meccans
were bound to attempt reprisals. In these little raids, then,
he was deliberately challenging and provoking the
"Meccans. In our peace-conscious age it is difficult to
understand how a religious leader could thus engage in
offensive war and become almost an aggressor”. (46)
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‘Thus whether Muhammad incited his followers to action
and then used their Wgorigs to justify it, or whether he
yielded to pressure from them to allow such action, the
normal Arab practice of the razzia was taken over by the
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Islamic community. In being taken over, howe\;er, it was
transformed. It became an activity of believers against
unbelievers, and therefore took place within religious
context.” (47)

LB L Ity oo S bop 1 (BB 5
PP Y lfdh‘wté".é LSz SIS ugss b
e L bl oseip s SHS U
i /4 J;ﬂu,/ug PNy AL Y- u?mu]muné)
dovteaduriurimd 2 g!:()’uung’b,u‘.)’:m
&z syl u Sl S LA

BN D Y A TRV

:‘gt‘aJZ.nL/uEéz‘jd&inﬁJf//{:
The change from the razzia to the Jihad may seem to be no

- more than a change of name, the giving of an aura of
religion to what was essentially the same activity 48)
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Another point was doubtless present in Muhammad's mind.
He forbade fighting and raiding between Muslims, and
consequently, if a large number of Arab tribes accepted
Islam or even merely accepted Muhammad's leadership, he
would have to find an alternative outlet for their energies.
Looking ahead, Muhammad probably realized that it would
be neccessary to direct the predatory impulses of the Arabs
outwards, towards the settled communities adjacent to
Arabia; and he was probably conscious to some extent of

the development of the route to Syria as a preparation for
expansion. (49)
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