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In this materialistic and atheistic world it is important
that many more christians should realize that, despite
the recalcitrance of their genuine dogmatic differences
from Islam, there is a spiritual blood-relationship between
themselves and the Muslims.... Are not both spiritually,
sometimes also physically, the seed of Abraham. (14)
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But in that country the one-god belief was always that of
the higher class of minds, at least within historic time; it is
therefore not incorrect to term it the Arabian creed. (15)
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Moses had been an Egyptian priest, and the unity of God

was a fundamental article of that religion. The unity of God

was also the tenet of the more intelligent Arabs of the

desert. Whether therefore we regard that great man as an

Egyptian or as an Arab, it can scarcely be doubted that the

views which he held of the Deity were as truly unitarian as
those of Mohammed and Abd-ul-Wahhab.(16)
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To abandon their exclusivism... reinterpret their conception
of the finality of Islam and of Muhammad being the last
Prophet. (24)
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When one religion replaces another, it usually finds it
advantageous to take over the previous observance of
sacred places and sacred times and gives it justification
from its own tradition. In islam pre-Islamic rites connected

with the pilgrimage to mecca have been taken over in their

external forms, but have been given an Islamic significance.
(25)
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Arabia had always been a land of refuge, for in its terrible
deserts security might always be found. To Arabia had fled
the Priests of the Sun after the victories of Alexander and
the restoration of Babylonian idolatry. To Arabia had fled
thousands of Jews after the second destruction of
Jerusalem. To Arabia had fled thousands of Christians who

hed been persecuted by pagan and still more by Christian
emperors.(28)
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