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t is not possibie to predict accurately the dates on which

the new crescent Moon will first be seen. . . Under ordinary con-

ditions, the fisst sighting will not occur unless the age of the

moon exceeds 30 hours, but a few reliable reports are known of

sightings, under very good conditions, when the age has been

only 20 hours, It is unlikely that the new crescent will be visible

unless the elongation exccds 10° and the altitued of the moon
exceeds 5° when the depression of the sun is 3°.
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"It is impossible to determine the date of birth of Christ ei-
ther from the evidence of gospels or from any sound traditidn.
During the first three centuries of the Christian era there was a
considerable opposition in the church to the pagan custom of
celebrating birthdays ---. The choice of December 25 was pro-
babley influenced by the fact that on this day the Romans cele-
 brated the Mithranic feast of the sun-god .. The indications are
that the church in this way grasped the opportunity to turn the
people away from a purely pagan observance of the winter solis-

tice to a day of Christ, the Lord-.. '
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“In Jerusalem, opposition to christmas lasted longer be-
fore it was accepted subsequently. ... Dec. 25 was also
regarded as the birthday of the Iranian mystery god Mithra, the
son of Rightiousness.”
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"The actual day of the nativity is as uncertain as theyear,
From time to time other days than Dce. 25 have been sug-

gested e.g.Jan 6 still observed by the Armenian church-.......
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Jan 2, others proposed May 20, April 18 or 19, March 25
or 28 . Two main reasons are generally accepted in explana-
tion of decision favouring Dec. 25.
(1) "The Plan of the Ages" By the complicated and |

fastidious calculations the creation of world was estimated as
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being March 25. So christ, the Paschal Lamb, the new creation
had his conception on March 25 and birth therefore December
25,

(2) The New Testament .~ By the unsubstantiated
reasoning from the gospel stories the conception of John, the
Baptist is placed in september and so Christ’s in March and
thus his nativity in December. Obviously the choice of these

dates was influenced by pagan observances.”
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The oldest hind of calender and frequently the most wide-
iy used is the lunar caien der---
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"Because christianity is rooted in Mosaic traditions, most

primitive church calender is derived in large from the Hebrew ca-

lender.”
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"Hebrew calender" #t; Fiw $A AL IET Y2
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"It was not until the fourth century A.D. that the Jews
adopted the 19 year pericd- the Metonic cycie -,
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"The early Romans used a lunar month in the calender"
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"The early Greek first used a lunar calender”
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"Indeed , in early times much stress was put on the use
of moon as a time measurer”
by sintierssed L e Stonidio 2
P LTS



