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ABSTRACT

Criticism in general is an activity which may consist of theorizing, judging or
appreciating. In the history of criticism, it is said that there are no absolute
beginnings. However in this context early Greece literature is distinguished by
Aristotle's magnificent contribution towards criticism by his two treaties i.e. Rhetoric
and Poetics. Criticism entered a new phase with Plato with reference to his dialogues
followed by Aristotle. The series of criticism in comprising the rules and regulations
persisting to forms of poems such as epic, comedy and tragic etc are the significant
early developments in Greek literature. The affect of those developments can be
perceived in the modern western literature up till now.

Ancient pre-Islamic period witnessed an interesting mode of criticism in
poetry. The history of Arabs reveals that several markets were held every year at
certain spots where in addition to trade competitions of poets were held and a large
number of peoples were to attend the same. This congregation was called %" i.e.
Bazar. UKAZ is one of the most famous Sooq where poets of high ranks used to
compete and acquire fame.

A great pavilion of leather was set up for making al-Zubyani as Judge/critic.
He used to preside over the poetic competition. His remarks regarding the poetry of
various poets are considered to be the early literary criticism in pre-Islamic poets.

In this context I have tried to give a brief account about criticism in Greece
and Arab and I have tried to draw comparison and contrast between criticism in
Greece and Arab.

The poetry of Arab is realistic and composed of the long poems, namely, the
Qasida (Ode), but in Greece the lyric poetry occupies the prominent place. In this
context pre-Islamic poetry represents some patent and popular themes only. They are:
Fakhar (Glorification of self), Hamasa (Bravery) Ghazal (Feminine love), Madh
(Praise) Ritha (Elegy) and Hija (Censure or Satire) and Wasf (Description) and in
Greece tragic poetry, dithyrambic poetry, and comedy poetry and epic poetry are of
magnificant form.

The Greek criticism relies upon thoughts but pre-Islamic criticism mostly
tends to words and meanings.

In Greece academies and schools contributed to criticism but in pre-Islamic

period markets * 3 J.._ui” played an important role.
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To scrutinise, examine closely, inspect with critical attention.
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