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Abstract:

The first "Hijra’ century is deemed to be the preliminary phase of the evolution
of Islamic Studies. In the first decade of this century, the Holy Prophet (peace
and mercy to be upon him) fulfiled the divine and sacred obligation of the
Educational, Moral and Spiritual uplift of the first group of his disciples. He
(peace and mercy be upon him) gave them guidance in every walk of life.
This vary group of ‘'Ummah’ transmitted the sayings and directions of the
Holy Prophet (peace and mercy be upon him0 from amalgamation and
external influence, the 'Art of the principles of Hadith' The 'Art of the
probity and scrutiny of "Hadith" and its narration’ and the ‘Art of the names
and particulars of the narrators'  were introduced in the said period. These
'Arts' and principles were used for examining the text of the sayings of the
Holy Prophet (peace and mercy be upon him) as well as for probing into the
life-history, family background, moral character, truthfulness, trustworthiness,
reliability, genius and memory of the narrators. In fact, these principles and
‘Arts’ were far better than the 'information sciences’ of the present world.

As stated by a famous German orientalist, Dr. Sprenger, the life conditions of
those half a million individuals can be judged and examined y means of the
‘Art of probity and scrutiny’ who had ever concerned themselves with the
narration or authentication of the sayings of the Holy Prophet (peace and
mercy be upon him).

The "Art of the names and particulars of the narrators' can be categorized
as follows:

1. Books regarding the identification of the companions of the Holy Prophet
(peace and mercy be upon him)

Books regarding various classes of the narrators

Books regarding the common narrators

Books regarding the narrators of some particular books of 'Hadith’

Books regarding the trustworthy narrators

Books regarding the unreliable narrators

Books regarding the narrators belonging to particular countries/ cities.
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