Concept of death in the pi'e Islamic poetry
( analytical and critical study)

Abstract

The problem of death is not an issue of today’s contemporary life, but it has
occupted much of human thinking for centuries back.

The issue of dcath and the inevitable fate of deep thinkers and wise men have
made themselves concern and asked controversial questions about life and death.

The concept about death has influenced the cultures, philosophies and created
myth at different levels, and changed a lot of perception about the nature of
existence and survival of human beings asking themselves, as how many
generations lived before them and later on passed away and asked again and
again. where they have gone and the mystery of their death. Therefore, the human
thinking was unable to give an answer about the mystery of death.

Death is the greatest challenge for all creatures in life from Allah, the Almighty.

This study focuses on how the pre-Islamic poetry understood the concept of
death,

In this paper we will'sec the position of pre-Islamic poet about death, while at the
same time connecting it to the modem critical literature about poet.

Through this research we will sce how the ancient Arabs talked about death and
how their thinking about this transformed from one stage into another. A part
. from developing their level of understanding about the death, yet it has shown
weakness and inability to form link between the cause of death and effect it has
upon human. They concluded that “nothing destroys us , but time” as the Holy
Quran mentioned And they say:”What is there but our life in this world? We
shall die and we live, and nothing but time can destroy us’. ‘

The pre-Islamic poet focused mainly about death as the all human beings concern
it and they recognized that life is short and has limitations. While benefiting the
experience of the past kings and the generations that existed and witnessed the
raisc and fall of generation through centuries, therefore, pre-islamic poetry
extracts wisdom and lessons that reflects on the course of end of life..

One of thc main issues that preoccupied the intellectual thinking of the pre-
Islamic poetry is the-issue of time, age and their variability and the cause of death.
The poets have given different definitions of time like( forever, night and days
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cte) and again they have come to the conelusion that the main cause of death is
time: *....and nothing but time can destroy us’.

On the other side the main issue which the pre-Islamic poetry emiphasized was the
rclationship between spirit and the soul. So the word (us) 1s the sense of the
human body. The ancient Arabs believed that if an individual is killed and the
relative don’t take revenge than they believed that an evil spirit will come out
from the grave with a shape of bird called (e33) making sound like ( st
<5#) over the died body unless revenge takes place the bird will not stop
carrying , while others believed that “ the bones of the dead becomes bird and
fly™.

Some of The ancient Arabs believed that on the day of judgment the soul together
with body is raised thereafter, when ever some onc dic they uscd to bring his she
cammel tied from neck to tail over his grave till death so as to use it a means of
transport on the day of judgment.

Researchers have found link between between how the Ancient Asian Sumerian
believe about death and the pre-Islamic poetry. Example, one of the Sumerian
kings named Galgalmash after death of his friend( Enkidus) he discover the
inevitability of death of the humans. Galgamesh propelled himself a long journey
to meet the God so as to achieve his desire of victory over death.

The other thing that has been raised in pre-Isiamiec poet was that the other cause of
death was a war and mentioned in their poet the scenarjo of fighting’s, raids,
killing and plunders and explained the sounds of sword and spears. So the
worriers of that time considered death to be glory for them and showed heroism.

The poet of Jahiliyah also portrayed situation of a loss of beloved ones and the
grief that follows and they showed how the whole world shared the sorrow.

Alfter they have realized the limitation of life and that life is not sustainable they
preferred to be killed in battle grounds, so as to make their narhes remcmbered
after their death.

So, the pre-Islamic poet adopted the issue of death and surrendered themselves to
this painful reality which is expected by every creature.
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