ABSTRACT
ALKHANSA her life and poetry

Al Khansa daughter of Amar Bin Al haris Bin Shareed Al-Rehaaiya As
sulaimia Bin Qais Gheelan Bin Mudar of Sulaim tribe, born in Hijaz 575 A.D is
known as famous poetess in Pre-Islamic period for her elegiac poetry of her two
brothers named “Moaawiya and Sahkr”. The tribe she belonged to is known also
for having “Zuhair Bin Abi Salma” the famous poct of his time. Al Khansa was
first engaged to Duraid Bin Sakhr from “Bannu Jashm™ tribe, who was nch
older than Khansa, as she rejected the match when grew up. Then she got married
to “Abdul Uzza” from her own tribe “Sulaim”. When he died she married another
man from her tribe named “Mirdaas bin Abi Aamir”. She had four children from
Mirdaas. Fhe turning point in Khansa’s life was when she suddenly lost her two
brothers “Moaawiya and Sakhr” in the battles with the tribe Murrah. She was a
non-believer at the time of her brother’s death. Flaving been shocked over the
death of her two beloved brothers, she used to cry and moum alt the time, but
after this incident she embraced Islam at the hands of Prophet Muhammad (Peace
be upon him). When she started writing poctry, it was much less, compared to
what she produced after the death of her brothers. Having embraced Islam she
controlled herself and very willingly sent her four sons for jihad in the Battle of
Qadsia. When they all were martyred, she thanked Allah the Atmighty by s ving
that, she was really thankful to Allah who honoured her to be the mother of her
martyred sons and hoped to meet them in the paradisc on the reckoning day. Al
Khansa is unique in her style for writing verscs, particularty the verses (elegies)
for her two brothers. The readers of her verscs, on one hand feet her grief and
deep sorrow from their hearls and on other hand fecl from their inner souls, the
beauty of her poctry. Her poetry and verses compiled in the form of “Decwan” in
the Abbasid period and some very famous books by Ibni-Salam, Ihne-Qutaiba
and Al-Aghani are compelled to praise her for her own and unique style in the
19" Century. Different books by the non-Muslim authors have also been written
and produced about her life and poetry. Thesc include the writers: Pere. L.
Cheikho, Pere Coppier, G. Gabrieli, T Noeldoek, Florence, R Blacher and N.
Rhodokanakis. Khansa as mentioned previously is unique in her style in poetry
including simplicity and rcpetition of meanings in the verses. Her poetry deeply
affects the reader becausc of having truc spirit and passions. Despite that,
according to some critics, she remains like an unbeliever as evinced by her verses,
because of her excessive crying and mourning over the death of the two very dear
brothers, particularly “Sakhr”.
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Salient features of her poetry

Her continuous mourning over the death of her two brothers.

A touch of her strong family background, generosity, qualities of
leadership and noble traits of character is visible in her verses.

Repetition of her grief and moaning alogn with repetition of meanings of
the verses, particularly associated with Sakhr is very clear.

Her verses lack imaginary pictures and reflect true picture of her grief and
sorrow, affecting the hearts to a very great extent. '

The Arabs feel proud of their valour, bravery, generosity, supremacy in
wars/ battles, good behaviour and leadership qualities. She being an Arab
woman also narrates the same along with the narration of Arabian
environment and all that is very much visible in the text and meanings of
her verses

Her poetry is very simple, clear in meanings and words mixed up with true
passions and sentiments giving the reader an exclusive and excessive
impression of her intense sorrow and those (readers) who read the verses
for the first time understand at once that the poetry (elegies) have been
produced by a grief-stricken woman.
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