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"Orthodoxy should be seen as a tool rather than an end in itself. It is not some thing which

stands still."(1)
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"Do you think the inclusion of some Islamic history in
the national curriculum could help generate a wider

cultural understanding of Islam?"
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Mindful of the potential headlines, "Archbishop calls for

Muslim history in schools".(5)
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Must we accomodate Islam or not as Christians?
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Must we accommodate Islam or not as Christians?Must
| love my Muslim neighbour? Yes, without qualification
or hesitation. Must | pretend to my Muslim neighbour
that | don't believe my own faith? No, without hesitation
or qualification. Must | as a citizen in plural society work
for ways of living constructively, rather than tensely or
suspiciously with my Muslim neighbour? Yes, without

qualification or hesitation.(4)
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The archbishop made no propesals for sharia in either
the lecture or the interview, and certainly did not call for
its introduction as some kind of parallel jurisdiction to

the civil law.

Instead, in the interview, rather than proposing a
parallel system of law, he observed that "as a matter of
fact certain provisions of sharia are already recognised
in our society and under our law". When the question
was put to him that: "the application of sharia in certain
circumstances - if we want to achieve this cohesion and
take seriously peoples, religion - seems unavoidable?",

he indicated his assent.(6)
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